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T being the expreſs Command of God; both in theN!gand New © «7; 
Teſtament, that juit ſudgment ſhall be us'd, 7 ſpect ß 
Perſons, that Judgment fhould be executed upon heinous Of- . + - 5 
fendors ; and that they that truly fear the Lord, and have _ > 
| walk'd in his Ways, ſhould not ſuffer as evil Doers; that te 

may be aſham'd, that falſly accuſe, their good Converſation in 

Chriſt. Here I ſhall give a true and particular Account of Mr. Tho- 

mas Ridgly, an Independant Miniſter, Preacher at the Three Cranes © 

in Thames-Street F11ful and malicious 5 is om Spirit of God Y 


in me, which has been diſcover'd at laſt from his own Words, in B 
4 diſcourſing with him; and his Proceedings with me in the Year * 
$ I699. He preach'd in order to be our Paſtor, Mr, Pindar gave No- 8 
tice to the Church, Mr. Nidgiy defir'd to ſpeak with every Member ES 
F 1 I knowing it our Duty as à Church to wait upon him; 2 
z went and told of the Notice that was given to us, and that I Z 
, thought it our Duty as a Church, to wait on him; I haew falſe 2 
Reports was rais d upon what I had ſaid to Mr. Gouge, I deglar'd to 2] 


Mr. Ridgly the Things I was griev'd at in Faithfulnefs Hat if they 
were not ſatisfy'd with me; I would not ſay with them 3 I defir'd 
the. Brethren might be brought in again, that was fo dealt with 
for ſpeaking their Conſcience. He aſk'd me ſeveral Queſtions, which 
made me diſcourſe the longer. He clapp'd his Hand twice on his 
Breaſt, and ſaid, This w what I want to know: I was ſurpriz d at 
that, and thought, ſure there has been wiſe Men enough with you, 
before I come, to tell you theſe Things; for all that was my Grief, 
ought to have been every Member's, had they been concern'd as they 
ought, for the Glory of God. When I was coming away, he aſk d, 
if I would pleaſe to ſtay and drink before I went? But I did not. 
Mr. Pindar met me in the Street ſome Time after, and ſaid, Mr. 
Ridgly would ſpeak with you: I went, and ſaid, Mr. Pindar ſent 
me; and ſaid, now, Sir, I am come toghear what you have to ſay 
to me. He ſaid, what did you ſay to Mr. Gouge? I ſaid, Sis, I ſaid 
a great many Things, I can't tell what it is you have to ſay to me. 
He ſaid, there has been a great Diſcourſe amongſt the Brethren a- 
bout you, and ſome were for your coming before me; and all the 
Brethren; others ſaid, no, only to me, and ſome of the Brethren ;, 
others ſaid, only to me; and they brought it to this Iſſue, that if 
you would not come, there was nothing to be ſaid to you; but if you 
did, I was only to aſk if it was all your own Thoughts, or whether 
you was put on by Mr. Lan. I told him, it was all my own Thoughts- 
And he farther told me, that he told them, he had diſcours\] win 
me, and he did not find any Prejudice in me againſt Mr. Gouge. 
Then! told him what it was I had ſaid to Mr. Gouge. His Anſwer # 
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* was, well, I cannot juſify dat; Tong. I ſaid, pray, Sir, have you 


4 


any Thing more :o ſay to me? He ſaid, no. 
(570 — wiſh'd — a good Morning. Here I was three Times 
clear d, that I had given no juſt Offence; for the Brethren that 
heard me ſpeak, had clear'd.me. It was Mr. Ridgly's abſolute Du- 
ty at the next Church- meeting, to have told them, I had been with 
him, and what I ſaid, was for the Glory of God: Initead of that, 
he infus'd theſe Things into them, that what I had ſaid might be a 


'Delufion, and that I was in Love with him, and was craz'd, and I 
- might tell hihi theſe Things to ger into his Affection: But he thought, 


the Root of the Matter was in me; the laſt Words was to keep me 
In the Church, the reſt was for them to afflict me. I doe ſolemnly 


appeal to God, I had not ſuch a Thought, nor no Affections for him, 


more than I ought to have for any Man, whoſe Miniſtry I was to 


fit under; neither had he Ground for ſuch a Thought, but the 
contrary upon every Thing he has malicjouſly pretended ir. A Year 


and a Quarter after he met me accidentally. He aſk'd me where I 
-hiv'd?- I faid, in Leaden-Hall-Street, but next Tueſday I was to go 

to Cateaton-Street, over againſt Black well- Hall. He laid, why you 
did live in Grays-Inn-Lane -' Is your Maſter a Diſſenter? I ſaid, 


yes; and I ſhalt be glad to ſee you there, if you pleaſe to call. He 
ſpoke ſo ſharply, that I could hardly give him an Anſwer, it was fo 
contrary to the Mariner of his ſpeaking when I was with him; 


andiffpggply'd,he was diffatisfy*d about my moving Places, and that 


there had been Diſcourſes about that, for he did not know it from 
me, that I liv'd in Grays-Inn-Lane; therefore I ſaid, I ſhould be 
glad to fee him, that I might give him Satisfaction, and have Ju- 
itice done me for the great Abuſe Mrs. Gooding gave me: Now the 
Lord that knows the Innocency and Integrity of my Heart, has diſ- 


_ Cover'd this Myſtery to me; it was to make me afraid fo come to. 


him with any Complaints, that If it were poſſible, I might be dri- 
ven to Diſtraction or Deſpair, and human Reaſon could not ſupport 
under what I have gone through. After his Expreſſions in Prayer, 


I went with great Grief in my Spirit, and told him, I came, becaufe 


J found he was diſſatisfy'd with me, by his praying ſo much, that 
God would humble me. At Mr. Hunbes's I told him, if I had gi- 


ven any Offence, I was ſorry for it, and I knew it his Duty to re- 
Prove me, and mine to give him Satisfaction? And J {aid three 


times over, pray, Sir, be pleas'd to deal faithfully and plainly with 
me. Fe ſaid, he was not diſfatisfy'd with me. I ſaid, I thought it 
was b. cauſe of that Eill I pur up at Mr. Pit ſons. He ſaid, no, there 
was no Sin in putting up a Eill, that was to be fare, He ſaid three 
times to me, he was not diſſatisfy d with me; ant! ſaid, he did 
not know it was mine, but he heard ſince it was. This Word was 


to excuſe his ſh-wing ſuch Diſpleaſufe at that Queſtion, becauſe it 


was mine, I told him the Reaſons that made me put it up, that if 
he had known my Circumſtances, it would have been his Duty to 


have ſpoke that to me, that might have ſupported and comforted 


me, when he met me, and not afflict me. I told him, Mrs. Good- 


took my Leave of 
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ſaid, I was in a Whore's Drefs. I told her, I was like. to be mur- 


der'd or poyſon d for not going finer, by the Cook-maid. She laugh'd 


at that, and ſaid, ſhe had heard of that; and again ſaid, you are 


in a Whore's Dreſs, and you are very bold, for I have ſeen you 
come out of the Veſtry two or three Times from Mr. Ridgly, and 


bid me not call her Sifter, for ſhe was none of us; and ſhe ſaid ſe- 
veral Times over, ſhe wculd never come there again to trouble us; 
all this was willful malicious Lies; and ſaid, you have been with 
him at his Lodging too. The worſt I ſaid to her, was, what if ſuch 
a one as you ſent me there? He ſmil'd, and ſaid, you might have 
told her, ſhe had been with him in Cheapſide. I told him, Mr. Pin- 
dar, and many more, had griev'd me, and I was ſure I had defery'd 
no ſuch Carriages from them, I ſaid, I was very willing to give 
the Reaſons of my removing my Places, but I fear'd it would be 
troubleſome ; he ſaid, no, it would not; I ſaid again, I fear'd ir 
would ; he ſaid again, no, it would not. Vl gave him an Account 
when I came away; he thank'd me for my good Company, but 
his Carriage gave him the Lie, for he fimper'd at the Abuſes I had 
ſuffer'd, and calbd to the Maid for his Shoes, Razor, Waſh ball, and 
Looking-glaſs. He had been my Paſtor above three Years, and I 


was griev'd ſo long before I went to him; and it was his own Acti- 


ons that miade me go to him. I was griev'd more and more, ſo much, 
that the Word of God commands not to bare it. I writ a Book of 
my Life and Converſation from my Child-hood ; I gave it to Mr. 


Pindar; I had ſpoke to him ſeveral Times, and pray'd him to tell 


me plainly what it was they had againſt me; he always ſpoke kind- 
ly, and would own nothing. Once he ſaid, a Siſter had deſir d him 
to come to me about the Bill, that was a Queſtion ; ſhe ſaid, I was 
cenſorious; and he told her, he believ'd, that I never had ſaid any 
Thing but what I thought my Duty. Another Time he ſhook me 
by the Hand, and ſaid, he had no more againſt nie, than he had a- 
gainſt himſelf, I told him, I had done it to give them Satisfaction 
abour me, and to have it from them, about their unchriſtian Words 
and Carriages to me. I deſir'd Mr. Barton and Mr. Yeatman might 
be ſent to enquire what my Converſation had been, for I thought 
they had been my worſt Enemies. Ten Weeks after I deliver'd the 
Book, I told Mr. Pindar, I thought, what I had done deſerv'd an An- 
fwer. He ſaid, why you ſay, that I am angry, and that Mr. Ridg- 
ly is angry, and Mr, Barton and Mr, Yeatman ; it is only your Ima- 
ginations, for none of us are angry with youu. I ſaid, if Mr. Barton 
has nothing againſt me, I have ſomething againſt him; for I can 
prove what he has done to be ſinful. He ſaid, you can't; I ſaid, I 
can, and will. I writ {1x Scriptures, and one Commandment ; I 
took Mr. Lackſon with me, who was preſent when Mr. Barton gave 
me the firit Offence. I read them to Mr. Barton, and told him, I 
was come in a Chriſtian Way to convince him of his Sin, and to 
forgive him; he was very perverſe. He and Mr. Lackſan to cover 
It, ſaid, I wreſted the Scriptures, and commanded me to bring it be- 
fore the Church, and if they would ſay it was ſo, he would with- 
draw for a diſorderly Member, I told him, I had aſk'd Mr. Hand- 


cocks 


(6) 
cock, and his Wife, and Mr. Maſon, atid that all (aid, it could not 
be taken in no other Senſe. Then he ſaid, he was ſorry he had griev'd 
me. I freely forgave him. He told me, I had written all that Book 
out of Malice and Envy. I aid, if he ſaw it, he would not ſay 
ſo. He ſaid, they would not let him ſee it. He ſaid, I had written 
about Mr. Ridgly's, and Mr: Pindor's Expreſſions iti Prayer, and I 

riev*d their Spirits. He aſk*d, what it waS\IFwould not tell him? 
e ſaid; He would have it before the Church, for he knew no Rea- 
fon why they ſhould not acknowledge their Offences, as well as he. 
He told me and Mr. Lacł ſon together four times over, that Mr. Pin- 
dar told kim, Mr. Ridgly made very light of what I had done, and 
thought I had done it in ſome extraordinary accidental Paſſion, and ho 
bid me goto them about it. I went to Mr. Maſon and Mr. Hand- 
cock's to pray them to own to Mr. Barton, that they gave their 
Judgment that thofe Things was fo as I took them, if Mr. Barton 
aſk d. I told them; I had read thoſe Scriptures, and convinc'd him, 
and forgiven him. Mr. Hndcock took them out of my Hand, and 
read them, and then ſaid again, it was ſo as I took it; and there I 
underſtood, Mr. Pindar had told Mr. Handcot the fame. I ſent 
Word by Mr. Lackſon, I would not come to the Lord's Table, till 
T had fpoke with Mr. Pindar and Mr. Ridgly Face to Face. Mr, Pin- 
dar came and bid me come to the Meeting-houfe after the Lecture 
was done. When came, Mr. Barton call Mr. ag to me, and 
went away, Mr. Kidgly made a Laugh at me with Deriſion, and they 
faid, what, I think I have a Beck of yours? Alas-a-day ! I don't 8; 
think it worth my While to read it. Then Mr. Pindar came, he pe: 
faid, what was I better than all the Folks beſides? I ſaid, I was ane 
commanded not to ſuffer as an evil Doer, that they might be aſham'd iſh 
that falily accus'd my good Converſation in Chriſt ; and I was not leben 
unſenfible, there had been ſcandalous Perſons in that Church, and penn 
ln others, and therefore I would not bare it. I told Mr. Ridgly, as 
he was a Ruling Elder, he ought to fee Juſtice done, and the Word Ty; 
of God requir'd it at his Hands. I defir'd to know whether I had told 
wrelled the fix Scriptures, and one Commandment. I ſai), pray, his 
Brother Maſon, be ſo kind to own, that you gave your Judgment hi 
that thoſe Things was as I took them. He ſaid, let's hear what you 
ſaid ? I repeated the whole Matter. He ſaid, it was very ſtrange 
for him to do ſo the ſecond Time, when ſhe had been with him about 
tthe firſt. Mr. Ridgly ſaid, it was fooliſh,and own'd,upon Mr. Pindar's 
Reading, that I rightly apply'd the Scriptures upon what Mr. Barton 
had done concerning me, that it was ſinful. Then I told them, Mr. 
Barton told me, that Mr. Pindir told him, Mr. R:4gly made very 
light of what I had done, and thought that I did it in a Paſſion. I * 
ſaid, do you think I could do all that in a Paſſion ? Mr. Pindar ſaid, 
he had known as much again done in a Paſhon. I ſaid, if he had, 
that was not done in a Paſſion, for there was a faithful Account of | 
the Reaſons that made me go to live at my own Hands, both the 
Times. He ſaid, he believ'd, that IL would be angry if any Body 
ould tell me, I was too old to be marry'd. I ſaid, no, I ſhould not. gai 
Then Mr. Ridzly ſaid twice, look, look, Mr. Pindar, ſhe — a , 
b ; N an- . 
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over, he wiſh'd I was marry'd, ſo that it was to a good Huſband. 
ne took the Pot, and ſaid, I will drink to you; this ſhall denote I 
have nothing againſt you. And Mr. Pindar ſaid, I told you before, 
there was no Body had any Thing. againſt you. Mr. Ridgly aſxd 
me, if I would let it all alone. I ſaid, yes, I think ſa, He ſaid, 
what and Mrs. Gooding too. I ſaid, yes, I think ſo. But if I can't 
alk in Love, as Chriſt commands his Children to do, I will not 
walk with you; for I will not be griev'd as I have been: They had 
$Kimoſt broke my Heart ; there was nothing in the Rook to cauſe 
uch Thoughts, but there was in the Book, that will prove to every 
an's and Woman's Conſcience, that I could not have fuch a 
Thought, as to write that Book out of Pride, to get Mr. Ridgly or 
Ar. Pindar for a Huſband, I had writ nothing bur what I had ap- 
peal'd to God in the doing of, believing, I ſhall give an Account of 
my Words and Actions at the laſt Day. Mr. &idgty and Mr. Pinday 
ſome how or other, deluded the aforeſaid Perſons to deny they had 
, given their Judgment; when Mr, Barzon made Enquiry, they alto- 
ether in the Veſtry deny'd, that they gave their Judgment that it 
vas as I took it; and pretended I was craz'd, and wreſted the Scrip- 
tures, and was a Diſturber of the Church, and had griev'd their Spi- 
Mrits. This was to keep Mr. Barton from having my Book look'd in- 
Ito, for then Mr, Kidgly's and Mr. Pindar's Wickedneſs would have 
been diſcover'd, which was far greater than I was ſenſible of. Then 
they reported theſe Things, and took away my Livelihood. After 
Mr. Handcock and his Wife kad deny'd to Mr. Barton, they gave 
their Judgment, he very much reflected on me for clearing my Inno- 
cency. He told me, that I was apt to take every Thing in a wrong 


their Spirits; and what I faid to Mr. Gouge, might be by the Spi- 
| rit of the Devil; and my Peace with God, might be a Deluſion, I 


Things, and what ſeveral more of the Brethren had ſaid to me, I 
told him, I was counted a Lyar and Hypocrite; I charg'd it upon 
| his and Mr. Pindar's Expreſſions in Prayer. He own'd, that I told 

him, I was ſure if he thought of his Carriage to me about my Book 
nn that terrible Night of Wind, I was ſure he could not have Peace 
in that; and that I had heard many Things from him, that came 
from my Book, and that he had preach'd many Sermons upon my Ac- 
count; that if Terror belong'd to me, I might take it to my ſelf ; 
and if not, there was other for me. I told him, he had faithfully 
*X diſcover'd both Natures, and I defir*d God to make him more and 
* 


4 more faithful; for I defir'd all Sin to be diſcover' d. He own'd, he 


had preach'd them upon my Account, but chid me very much for 
diſcourſing him about it. He aſk'd me three ſeveral times, what I 


coame to trouble him for? I told him, I knew it my Duty to come 


to him firſt, and that it would not be for his Honour for me to go to 
another Miniſter; and if he would not clear me, I would go to a- 
nother. I aſk'd him four Queſtions, firſt, If Satan was divided a- 

gainſt himſelf, how could his Kingdom ſtand? Secondly, I aff'd, 


A whe- 


to be marry'd. I ſaid, no, I do not. Then he aid twice 
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Senſe, and that all the Brethren told him fo, and that I had griev'd 


vent to Mr. Ridgly*s Lodging on London-Bridge, and told him thes: 
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their Reflections was diſcover'd, I would clear my ſelf of their Char- 


given any juit Offence. He ſaid, he would have me go to Mr. Hand- 


— 


Gouge, I thought it was not I, but the Spirit of God in me, for! 


F and pluck'd out his Watch, to ſee how long he ſhould be reading of i 


Sin; but I can fay, I have been kept by the Power of God, thro' (i * 


(89.1 
whether God was not a God of Truth ? Thirdly, Whether he was G 
not a God of Mercy? Fourthly, Whether he was not a God of Juſtice ? te. 
I ſaid, and theſe are three of his Attributes. He aid, yes. I faid, Wl 
and thus I am: For, Sir, Mr. Pindar ſent me to yu before you was he 

a 


our Paſtor, to give you an Account of what I faid to Mr. Gorge ; he 
and when 1 had told you what I faid, your Anſwer was, well, I 
cannot juſtify Mr. Gouge. I ſaid, and you know, you own'd I had 
rightly apply'd the Scriptures _ what Mr. Barton ſaid concern- i 
ing me. He ſaid, yes, I know 1 did. I told him, I had given a 

fufficient Account of my Converſation in my Book, and that I had 
never given one Member of the Church any juſt Occaſion of Off-nce 


and I had been brought to Death*s Door twice already, and that his 
Carriage to ine about my Book, ſeiz'd my Spirits; fo that it was a 
great 8 of my long Sickneſs; and ſince the Bottom of all 


ges, or I ſhould be rack'd ſo long as I liv'd. He ſaid, he own'd he 
Had made a Search within the Church and without, and I never had 


cock, and make it up. I faid, no, I won't; for I offer'd to ſhew | 
him the Letter, which was all I ſpoke to Mr. Gorge, and he would i 
not ſee it. I gave Mr. Ridgly the Letter to read, and bid him juſti- # 
fy or condemn me; I told him, when I had done ſpeaking to Mr. 


did think I could not ſpeak it; and therefore had written it in the 1 
Letter. He told me, may be it would take him an Hour to read it, 


it. I told him, it would not take him an Hour to read it, but it 
might take him more to conſider it; for I had ſtudy'd many to put 
it into the Compaſs, out of the Multitude of Grief that was upon 
my Spirits. When he had read it, he ſaid, I believe you will go to 
Heaven at laſt. He ſaid, when you came to me, before you came 
reflecting upon Mrs. Gooding. I ſaid, and well I might, Then he 
ſaid, he lov'd me as a Chriſtian, and he lov'd me as another; and # 
he ſtated it a third time how he lov'd me. Then I apprehended him, 
and ſaid, nay, truly, Sir, I do not ſpeak for Favour nor Affection, 
but the Truth, as God requires of me. I aſk'd, whether he could 
not tell me whether that was by the Spirit of God or the Devil and | 
told him, I would clear it up. He fat himſelf with all his Might 
to diſtract me; he ſpoke as ſharp as he could utter his Words; he 
bid me look to my own Soul. I ſaid, fo I do, Sir. He ſaid, well WW 
does that grow. I ſaid, yes, Sir, God has ſhewn me how he has 
made my Soul to grow from a Babe to a Stature in Chriſt ; and God 
has ſhewn me how he has made my Soul to flouriſh in his Houſe. '% 
He ſaid, well, are you ſenſible of dwelling N Corruption? I ſaid, 
yes, Sir; for I am a fenſual Creature, and in me is the Seed of al! 


Faith unto Salvation; I can ſay, I have walk'd by the Spirit, and 
rejuyce in Chriſt Jeſus, and I have no Confidence in the Fleſh ; and 
F can fay, with the Apoſtle, if Need be, ye are in Heavineſs for a 
Feaſon, but the Tryal of your Faith is more precious, than 1 5 
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Day dong; and the Lord ſer it Home, and made me ears 


- Miniſters. in London, would preach upeh that, the Reaſon why x 


he ſaw he could not conf-und me, then he would pleaſe me; he ſaid; 
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Gold. I told him, I heard 2 Sermon from ii ſe Words, bo eigh- 
teen Years ago; O that the Lord might be my , rr 


he might be my Meditation all the Day long. I told of ano. „1 
heard above ſeventeen Years ago, where the Miniſter wiſh'd he a 
knew how to ſpeak more terrible Words, for the good of our Sons f 
and his own, and my Heart ſaid, Amen, Amen, to them Words. | 
For I thought, I did not care how terrible it was, ſo that 4 wet; | | 
was made better. I told of another, I heard a great many Years 
fore, the whole Sermon was againit the Sin of lying and covetouſ- 
neſs. I told Mr. Rigdgly, I had often wiſh'd, that hie, and all the 


had wiſh'd it was, becauſe it is an Abomnarion in the fight of God, 
and I had ſuffered much injury by Lyars, and grieving at that when 
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I was a Chriſtian, and I would go to Heaven; and he was to tell i. 
me ſo, I ſaid ſeveral times more; I would clear up thoſe Charges, = 5 
and if he would not do it, I would go to another; for I would juſti- | 4+] 
iy every Word I had ſpoken, and written in my Letter-Hook, and | <8 

ills. I would not flinch from one Word or Tattle I had ſpoken, | 3: 
or written. He charg'd me not to go toanother Miniſter; I deſir'd a | {#3 


Diſmiſſion. He ſaid, muſt he ſuffer for them? And aſk'd three * 
times, whether I would have him tell me, that I was without Sin? > © © 
I told him, no; for if he did, he would be a Deceiver, and I would 
not have him. So he told me, he could not clear it up within a 
Forthnight. I went again to him, and told him, God had clear'd 
the Matter to me. I aſk'd; how can I fit down with them, that 
think what I have done, is by the Spirit of the Devil? Ani I prov'd 
to him, it was by the Spirit of God. He ſaid, I might, as long as | 
they thought 1 had Grace. My great Grief, was, at the great Dil- 5 
honour that was done to God; and my concern, was, for his Glo- [4 
Ty.; and the End I ſpoke it for, was, that Mr. Gouge might be 
humbl'd before the Lord, and reform theſe Things in his Practices. ; 
And this could not be by the Spirit of the Devil, but by the Spirit 

of God. I told him, I could forgive all the Wrongs and Injuries I hat 5 


gone through, upon this Condition, that I never be more reflected 13 
upon for theſe Things. I, deſir'd him to clear me to Mr. Pindar, 4: 
Mr. Handcock, Mr. Savige, Mr. Barton, Mr. Yeatman altogether ; 1. 1 

for they had griev'd me. I defir'd, that Mr. Vandick, and Mr. BE 


Culhues, might be Witneſſes, becauſe they never had ore me. | 
I told him I lay under the ſame Slander about Mr. Barton. as I did | 
about Mr. Gorge; and told him, that Mr. Pindar had acted like a # 4 
Child in putting ſuch Conſtructions on my Book. I was yet igno- LE 
rant, that Mr. Ridgly had been the Founder of thefe Scandals. He [4-3 
ſaid, he would go to them ſeverally, and he might tell them if they had 
nothing againſt me, I had nothing againit them. When I was ar 
Home, and conſider'd what he ſaid, I found this was Hypocrily ; 
for this was not clearing of me; for he ſhould have rokl them all. 1 
that what I had done, was for the Glory of God; and that he gave | £2 
his Jundgment, I had rightly apply'd the Scriptures. I fent a Eere SE 
8 | 
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WT | Honoured Sir, - Woember 30. 1704. 
8 T Am very ſorry I forgot ſome Things, that were as I have been ſd 
.* great a Sufferer, when I had given full Satisfaction to you about 
What I had ſpoken to Mr. Gouge, befote you were our Paſtor, ac- 
cording to the Church's defire, and fince prov'd by fix Scriptures, 
what Mr. Barton had done to be Sinful, you your ſelf being forc'd to 
own I had rightly apply'd the Scriptures, I meeting with ſuch re- 
flections on that Account, and finding ſuch bad Memories amongſt 
you all, I do deſire two or three Lines from your ſelf, with thoſe 
five or ſeven Brethrens Hands to it, that I never more be reflected 
on on thoſe accounts, and that Mrs. Gooding ſhall never be menti- 
on'd to me, and I be receiv'd as one that never had been amongſt 
them ; and now was to come upon this Condition, I promiſe to 
forgive all, and never to rehearſe any Thing again; and if this is 
| not thought well off, I deſire no farther Trouble may be about it, 
| bur defire a Diſmiſſion from them, to Mr. Shorts*s Church. | 
* = Sarah Peirce. 
After this, he ſent two of the Brethren to tell me, their was 
no Body had any Thing againſt me. I told them, I would not 
come to hear him{again, till I had it from under his Hand, and 
* them five Brethrens Hands to it, that I ſhould not be reflected up- 
1 on any more for thoſe Things, when I had forgiven ſuch great 
4 Wongs, and they had abus'd me more and more for clearing up 
=} my Innocence. After this, I was ſent for to the Veſtry by three 
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Meſſengers with Hyprocriſy to a Witneſs, Mr. Pindar pretended 
70 reprove me for ſtaying twice from the Lord's Supper, and pre- 
23 tending offence, and none given me. I told him of his, and Mr. 
Wo Barton's incenſing Mr. Handcock with fuch Wicked things. I 
>. | - told him of his, and Mr. Ridgly ſo often Queſtiong that Bill, and 
| refus*d to give Praiſe to God once, where fo much Praiſe was due- 
to his Name, and incens'd the People, that I was a Hypocrite; 
He ſaid, I put up the Bill to exalt my ſelf, becauſe I had not found 
out the depth of their Wickedneſs, that it was againſt the Spirit of 
God. Mr. Ridgly ſaid, it was a great Matter he had done, was it 
not? I told Mr. Pindar of his Putting ſuch eonſtructions upon my 
Pook. Mr. Yeatman ſaid, he thought I was craz'd, and to prove 
what I fail to Mr, Gouge, was by the Spirit of the Devil. He 
laid, why, you could never remember it all eiſe. I cffer'd to for- 
give them, if they acknowledg2their Faults, and gave it under 
their Hands, I ſhould not be reflected upon any more for thoſe 
things. Mr. Pindar told me, they would not, but if I would not 
« come there, they would deal with me. I ſaid, if you do, do you 
think all the Churches in London: ſhall not know of it? For I will 
ceclaie all your Carriages and Dealings towards me. Mr, Ridgly 
ſaid, was there none in the Church, I would leave it to? Ifaid no; 
becauſe they had dealt fo Treacherouſly by me already. I ſaid 1 
would. leave it to one Miniſter. He (aid, no, for they were a 
Church of themſelves. Then I ſaid, if he would give his Judg- 
ment upon thoſe things without canting, I would leave it to him. 
Vo laid, well, ke would ſay gf chat, as of his own Doctrine; , 
l | | 11 
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if this Doctrine I Preach isnot according to thy will, let it not prof. 


per. This was not right, for Miniſters are not to aſſert that in 
the Pulpit, that they have not good grounds to Believe; there» 


fore I would hear no more. January the q, 17594. I deliver'd the 


Caſe ſtated to Mr. Culvis, who was one of the Meſſengers, and 
heard me diſcourſe the Things with them two Days after. When 
he Had read it, I told him there I had provid my Duty to 
do that, and- my courage to. He ſaid, with tears in his Eyes, 
with the Senſe of their Sins, that wescſo dear to him; fo you 
have, and I am glad you had Courage to do it; and you have 

reat cauſe to bleſs God, his Maid and Wife was prefent. Mr. 
Ridgly, and Mr. Pindar ſome how or other delude him, and all 
the reſt that I went to one by one, that they ſhould not expoſe 
them; and therefore I could have no Diſmiſſion, nor Juſtice done. 
J ſent two Letters, as follows; one for Mr. Pindar, inclos'd in Mr, 
Riagly's, that he might read both, | 

- Honoured Sir, | EN WP Feb. 7. L705, 
Once more defire a Diſmiſfion, and that I be delay'd no longer 
than the next Church-meering, and that I Þ@-cl-ar'd of all 
thoſe Scandals. Sir, your Queſtioning of me, whether I was 
ſenſible ofgwelling M Corruption, 7.ofitively - proves, you {till 
thought me a Hypocrite : There was ſeveral Plain expreſſions, that 


I was ſenſible off}}welling Corruption in that Book. This diſ- 


covers your incouraging the Notions, that fo ſpread in Peoples 
minds, that I might ſpeak and write that Book, by the Spirit of 
the Devil. This was the Way thought beſt to cover every body's 
Sins, but it was the Lords cauſe I was ingag'd in, therefore he 
has flrengrhen'd my Heart and Hards, to ſtand againſt all my 
Enemies. I deſire for ever to adore his great and glorious Name. 
Sir, your reflecting on me, for my complaining to you of Mrs 
Gooding, when I came to you before. This diſcoiffſ, vod tlfdught 
me to come to you with a Pack of Lies: It was ſo from the Be- 
ginning of the World; the Devil was believ'd before God. There 
was none fo ſit for me to complain to; for you ought to have 
done me Juſtice, and to have dealt with her for her wilful and 
pteſum tuous Sinning, I am one through Grace, that has ſuffer'd 
much, becauſe I have abhor'd doing any Thing that was D2ciet- 
ful. It was great unfaithfulneſs to entertain ſuch evil Thoughts; 


and none come to examine or reprove me, and much more un- 


ü i 3 have ben fo eee 


the many unchriſtian Carriages and Expreſſions ro me, and about 
me; and I ſpoke to you one by one, intreating, that you would 
tell me, what you had againit me. And you every one faid, you, 
had nothing againſt me, I Hill apprehended I was counted a Hy- 


Po-ire, therefore e, that Book to remove all Objections, that 


1 might walk in the Unity of the Spirit, or elſe 1 was refolv'd to 
dire a Difmiſſion ; the Uſage 1 have had, has greiv'd the Spirit 
ef God in me, an perſecuted the Spirit of God ig me. 


Sarah Pairce, 
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Olk, I once more defire a Diſmiſſion, and that you clear me of 
10 all the Scamlals which you have been the Occaſion of inſinua- 
ting into Peoples Minds. I have been counted a Lyar, a Hypocrite, 
to be in Love wich Mr. Nidgly, and that I was craz d, and that what I 


Mr. Pindar, February 7. 21705. 


- 


Had ſpoke, and what I had Written, might be by the Spirit of the 
Devil. When you and Mr. Ri4zly ſhould have prais'd God on my 
Behalf, youboth three ſeveral times ſaid, if ir is fo, Lord humble that 
Perſon; and my Name was expos'd to a Room full of People, 
This was a poſitive Demonſtration for all the People to know, you 
both counted me a Hypocrite. The Spirit of God would never que- 
ſtion his own Work, and it was impoſſible for thoſe, Things to be 
wrote any other Way, but by the Spirit of God in my Scul ; for it 
would have been lying to the Holy Ghoſt, for me to write thoſe Ex- 
to praiſe God, if that they had not been trur. The firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, Chap. 1. Ver. 26, 27. For ye ſee your 
calling Brethren, not many Wiſe, not many Mighty, not many Noble, 
are call'd er the Fleſb, but God hath choſen the fooliſh Things 
of the World, to confound the Wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak 
Things of the World, to confound the Things that are mighty. The 
firſt Epiitle of John, Chap. 2. Ver. 14. I have written unto you Fu- 
thers, becauſe ye have known him, that us from the Beginning: I have 
written unto you younz Men, becauſe ye are ſtrong, aud the Word of 
God abideth in you, aud ye have overcome the wicked one. In that 
Book there was a plain Deſcription of the Beginning of Saving- 
Grace, and increaſing and growing to ſtrong Grace. I could have 
given a much larger Account of Things, but only for the Tedigul- 
nels of it, I expreſs'd theſe Words, was rot in Love with Mr. 
Kkidzly, nor no other Man in the World. Had I had ſuch a D-fizn 
as you pofſeſs'd Mr. Ridzly withal, I never would have put that in 
Tae Book; which was, there I did not underſtand nor know the 
Meaning of your Banters, be-auſe IJ had no ſueh Thoughts: It was 
2 Sign you both were ſo, and in very carnal Frames, or elſe you ne- 
Ver nad put ſuch Conſtructione on that Book, if that coul be writ. 
ten by the Spirit of the Devil; then is all Preaching vain ? Ten 
Days af.er, you made a long Diſcourſe in Prayer about me, to bring 
it out, that if my own Expfeſſions might be believ'd, there was an 
immediate Hand of God went out againſt them, which was poſi- 
tively falſe. Nov, I pray you .diſcern from what Spirit all theſe 
abominable falle Imaginations has Riſe from in your Heart, thro” 
_ Tolinice Grace, the Word of God has been my Weapon to war with 
between eighicen and nineteen Years, which is the Sword of the 
Spirit. There was a great judgment came upon a Nation for Da- 
s Sin, and what you falfly ſaid of me, came upon one quick a- 


mongit you. I don't determine the Matrer; we are commanded to 


Tontend earneſtly againſt Sin. If thou bringeſt thy Gift to the Al- 
tar, and there remembreſt thy Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave 
There thy Gift, an! go firit be reconcil'd, and then offer thy Gift. 

_  Suft r not Sin to reſt ien thy Brother in any wiſe ; the Righteous 
Is bold as a Lion, but fleeth when none purſusth; the Backtlider in 
"28 Thee #247 | = -8. Bon 
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not reſpect Perſons, kaving a good Sonſeiencr, that whereas they 
falily accuſe your good Converſation in Chriſt. Job, Chap. 32. 


Ver. S, 9. But there i 4 Spirit in Man, and the Inſpiration of the Als 
mizhty giveth them Underſtanding. Great Men are not always wiſe, 


neither do the Aged underfland Fudgment ; you have thought, becauſe 


1 was ſo afflicted, therefore ſurely fhe is a Hypocrite: But God has 


faid, if you are without Chaſtiſement, then are ye Baſtards; and not 
Sons; and in the World ye ſhall have Trouble, but in me ye ſhall 


have Peace. Did you ever know great Grace, and great Faith, 
come any other Way than by great Tryals and Afflictions, in all the 


Saints in the World? If you can blot out all theſe Scriptures I have 
written out of the Book of God, then I will be the Offender, _ - 
30 Peet Ts Fi Sarah Peirce, 

The whole Reaſon of my writing that Book, was, to give them 
Satisfaction about me, and to have it from them about their unchri- 
ſtian Carriages and Expreſſions to me, and about me; for I appre- 
hended, they thought me a Hypocrite ; and I knew, my often re. 
moving look d ill, and they had ſorely griev'd my Spirit, from Time 


to Time; and it was the Neglect of their Duty to me, that occaſi- 


on'd their evil Thoughts; for I was always willing to give Satis- 


faction to any Thing that was aſk'd, particular Reaſons were theſe ; 


tz walk in ſuch a Manner, was contrary to the Word of God; and 
I thought, if I ſhould afk for a. Diſmiſſion, they could not give me 
one as they ought, becauſe they were ſo full of evil Thoughts, and 
knew ſo little of my Converſation ; for moſt of them that had been 
my intimate Friends, were ſome dead, and the reſt gonę in- that 
Breach 5; anda-⁹ůãQ : ru nuance I hefuzilioning 
ſo much the Truth of that Bill, and when I was taken inte the 
Church, there was an Objection, that my Experiences were great 
for one of my Age, as I was told by one of the Church; and I was 
willing to let them know how they had griev'd me, to prevent their 
grieving any one as they had me, The Apoſtle James, faith, Shen 
me th Faith without Works, and I will ſhem thee my Faith by my Works ; 


and therefore I did fo; - and L was refolv'd, if I could nor walk in 
tlie Unity of the Spirit, as Chriſt commands his Children to do, af- 


ter this I would deſire a Diſmi ſſion from them. After this, I ſent 

Mr. Nathaniel Youen, a Member of Mr. Brag's Church, three ſeve- 

ral Times, to intreat Mr. Pindar to give me a Diſmiſſion peaceably, 

and not fofce me to expoſe thein, or elſe give it me under their Hands, 
for thoſe Things they had ſo falily aceus d me, I ſhould not be reflected 
on any more, and I would forgive them. 1-de-lar'd to Mr. Pen 
and his Wife, that if I went any longer amongſt that People, with- 
cut I was clear'd, I ſhould be murder'd 5 for I was even griev'd'to 
Death, no Juſtice could I have. The Anſwer, was, there was no 
Body had any Thing againſt me, and he lov'd me very well, and he 

Was lorry I had taken ſuch Offence ; and I ſhould be very kindly re- 


ceiv'), if I would pleaſe tu come. there again, and ſent me a Letter _ 
7 Mo DR EI 


Heart ſhall be fd with his own Ways; and à good Man hall 689 
ſatisfy*d from himſelf. Thou ſhalt nat wreſt Judgment, thou ſhale. 
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to invite me. I went to Mr. Brag, and deſir'd he would be pleas'd 


— 


do go to Mr. Ridgly for a Diſmiſhon for me to come to his Church, 


I told him, there was ſixteen that had griev'd me, and how ſeveral had 
* blaſphem'd the Scriptures, and how much Sickneſs I had had by 
their grieving me. He would not go. But I had not found out yer, 
that Mr. Ridgly was the firſt Inventor of thoſe Slanders. Three 
Days after, I went to the Meeting-houſe, to deſire a Diſmiſſion of 
the Church; I was unwilling to make any Diſturbance amongſt 
them, therefore I deſir'4 a Brother to tell them. Mr. Pindar ſaid, 
here is our Siſter P:irce on the Stairs, ſh2 is come for a Diſmiſſion; 
and he fram'd a Pack of Lies, and told them. And then ſaid, Sir, 
won't you have her call'd ? He ſaid, no, what ſhould I do with 
her? Mr. Ridgly knew, all I had charg'd in my Letters againit 
them, was true, therefore he did not care to fee me, becauſe they 
had nothing juſtly againſt me. Mr. Pindar ſaid, won't you admo- 
- Niſh her then? He ſaid, you may call her, I came, and he repeat- 
what Mr. Pindar had put into his Mouth, and ſaid, there was no 

y expected much Acknowledgment from me, but if I did not 
come in a Month's Time, they would withdraw from me, for with- 
drawing from them. I look'd him in the Face, and faid, Sir, all 
that you have ſaid, is as falſe as a Tongue can ſpeak : Have I been 
fo abus'd, and is this according to the Word? Shall I come here as 
an Offender? I never gave one Member of this Church a juſt Of- 
_ Fence in my Life; and I will never come here as an Offender. Some. 
of the Brethren ſaid, who abus'd you ? As I was telling them, Mr. 
RKidgly invented Lies, and told them, to cauſe the Brethren not to 
ſuffer me to ſpeak, and bid me go down. This was for Fear I ſhould 
diſcover his Wickedneſs; for if I had ſaid but two Words more at 


that Time, I had done it. After this, I went to his Lodging, he 


lt, before I went again, and two 


was not at Home, therefore I left Word with the young Man of the 
Shop, before another of the Family, I pray*d him to give me a Diſ- 
miſſion peaceably, and not force me to expoſe them; for it was in 
my Power, to expoſe him and Mr. Pindar in an open Court. And 
I told of the abominable Scandals they had rais'd upon me. I went 
to ſeveral of the Brethrens Houſes, and pray'd them to get me a 
Diſmiſſion. After this, the Church ſent to know what I had a- 
gainſt Mr. Ridyly and Mr. Pindar. I ſaid, Mr. Ridgly is a Lyar, 
and a Perſecutor of the Spirit of Go] and not fit to be a Preacher, 
and Mr. Pindar is ſo too. After this, the ſame Men brought me a 
Diſmiſſion, if I would ſay, I was under a Church's Admonition, 
and had given the Church Trouble. I ſail, no, I never gave the 
Church any Trouble in my Life, but they had given me abundance 
of Trouble. I pray'd them to put it to an End; ani I particula- 
riz d ſome more of his Wickedneſs to them. The Names of theſe 
Men, are, Mr, Robert Stears, and Mr. John Earl; after this, Mr. 
Juen, who had diſcours'd Mr, Pinday three times, and Mr. Ridgly 
once; he, and Mr. Perkins the Attorney, d iſcoursd Mr. Ridgly to- 
5 N After this, notwithſtanding I had been fo many Times my 
Friends with me; after this, the 


69 


karch ſent to me, and ſaid, if I would come to. the next Church- 
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(13) PE. 
meeting, and give Satisfaction concerning Mr. Barton, they would 

give me an honourable Diſmiſſion. I ſaid three times over, you may 
tell them, Fſhall think fit to come there. I went to Mr. Sammel Strut- 
on, a Miniſter and Member of that Church, to pray him to be there 
to give his Judgment upon the Things written in my Papers. He 
{aid, he had heard ſome Things from Mr. Ridgly at one Time, and 
ſome Things from Mr. Handcock at another, that there was ſuch Of- 
fences betwixt Mr, Ridgly, and Mr. Pindar, and Mr. Handcock, and 


me, that was irreconci cable ; and he did not find, they had any 


Thing againſt me ; bur he had promis'd to be in another Place at 


that Time, but he would go to them before that Hour, and give his 
Vote for me. He went and diſcours'd them about what I laid. I 
went to Mr. Samuel Criſp, Merchant, to pray him to be there, be- 


cauſe there was ſomething to be done about me. He faid, he had 
heard nothing of it, and defir'd me to tell him the Matter. And 

when J had told him; he ſaid, why Mr. Ridgly, at this Rate, muſt 
be a Hypocrite ; and ſaid, he would be there, and if he could do mie 
any Service, he would. TI ſaid, Sir, I was loth to tell you fo, but 
there can't be a greater upon the Earth. I went and faid, Mr. Sears, 

I am come for a Diſmiſſion. He ſaid, you muſt go up to them. I 

ſaid, wy won't you ſpeak to them? He ſaid, there is Mr. Barton. 
I ſaid, Mr. Barton, J am come for a Diſmiſſion; he could not tell 
how to anſwer. I ſaid again, Mr. Bargon, I am come for a Dif- 

miſſion, and I deſire it for my better E tion. Then he ſaid, you 
muſt go up to them. Whilſt theſe Words were ſpeaking, and no 
more, Mr. Ridgly and Mr. Pindar, and all the reſt but three Men 

more, were gone. I ſtood before their Face, and ſpoke out aloud. 1 
ſaid, Mr. Hancock, I am come for a Diſmiſſion. He look'd in my 
Face, and turn'd his Face away, and could not anſwer ; every Man 
was ſo dejected they could not anſwer me. The other two were Mr. 
Criſp and Mr. Maiſon, the Man J ſent the Anſwer by. I faid, why 
did you fend for me, and fay, you would give me an honourable 
Diſmiſſon, if I came and gave Satisfaction concerning Mr. Barton, 
and now no Body will ſpeak to me? I ſaid, well, Gentlemen, Iwill 

take another Courſe, Here the Lord anfwer'd that Faith he gave 
me; for I had told Mr. Pitman, his Wife, and Daughter, in the 
Strength of the Lord would 1 go before all mine Enemies, notwith- 


ſtanding they had every Man tingly deny'd all, when I took Mrs. 


Pitnian and another Friend with me, becauſe they never had no juſt 
Cauſe from me, to ſay one of theſe Scandals, therefore was aſnam d 
to own it. I ſaid, my very Preſence coming before them, God could 


ſtrike them, ſo that not a Man ſhould be able to deny the Things. bet”, 


went directly to Mr. Neſbets, and left my Pook, and the Copy of my 
Letters and Bills, and what Mr. Barton and the reit had ſaid to me, 
and all that I did ſay to Mr. Gonge; aud told his Wife at rhe ſame 


* Time, my Deſire was to be a Member of his Church. After he 


had read them, he ſaid twice over, get rid of them, | think you have 
had enough of them, and ſaid, you ſhould bring ir before the Church, 
and ſaid, after that, he would aſſiſt me. Þ aſk'd him, whether he 
had found any Thing unſound 1 had written? He faid, no, he had 
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December 18. 1505, The Church ſent to me, to know, whe- 


* 


ther I would paſs all by, and come and fir down with them again; 


and if not, if I would tell where I. would go, they would ee to 


give me a Diſmiſſion. I told them where, and they uſed. many 


Arguments to have me go to another; and ſaid, if I would go 
there they would ſee to give me one, if they would receive me. 
I faid, if they would not, it was becauſe they had Slander'd me; 
and therefore I would be clear'd before the whole Church; 
for it was God's Command, that I ſhould bring - it before the 
Church, and they deny'd his Word, if they would not do it. Af 


ter Mr* Neſbet had read my Papers, I carry'd them to Mr. Perking, 
and after to Mr. Struton, and after to Mr. Cri/p, and they were | 
read at every Houſe, and they clear'd me to ſome of the Brethren, 

of giving Offence ; and that I had ſuffer d the Wrong, and brought: | 
them to that compliance. I was forc'd to go from Houſe to 
Houſe, and tell them, Mr. Ridgly and Mr. Pindar, had committed 


the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and in confounding my Book, mi 


they had confounded the whole Doctrine of Salvation; and if 


they wculd not let it game before the Chur h, I would Print, my 
Book. Netwithſtan this, Mr. Kidgly, and Mr. Pindar did in- 
ſimiate and delude every Man, that there was not one would read 


one Paper. It was carry'd before the Church, and they contriv'd as 


every Charge was prov?d, they would vote that tney would make it 
no Charge; and by doing this, they violated the whole Book of 
God. All promiſes, all the Threats, all Commands and Precipts, 
were violated by theſe Votes. Now, theſe may well be compar'd to 
the Church of the Laodiceans, which was neither Cold nor Hot; 
which Chriſt ſanh, he will ſpew out of. his Mouth; Revelations. 
the 3. from the 13. to the 19th. Here is 4+ Things, this Malice 


roſe in Mr. Ridgly's Heart againſt me. 


me my Sin, and I hope I ſhould never love no Man like him a- 


gain. Here he found the higheſt Affection would not blind me. 
Secondly, I told him, I had been like to have been murder'd or 
poyſon'd by the Cook-maid, for not going finer, and my Miſtriſa 
told me, I need not ſcruple going fine, for my Paſtor was a Man of 
Latitude enough. I told her, no Man ſhould be my example, but 
the word of God ſhould be my example. Here he found intereft Would 


Not byaſs me. Thirdly, | told him what a deſirable Church ours was, 


in Mr. Finch lime; and I pray'd him to ſet up our Day of Pray-- 
ers once a Month, and cur weekly Lecture again. He ſaid, he 
would not do both; if they wovld have a Day of Prayers, he 


would not preach a Sermon once a Month, but if they would have 


Him preach a Sermon once a Month, he would not have a Day of 


Prayer: But if they would meer, and pray before he came to preach, 
they might; but, he ſaid, he would be at a Certainty about it. I 


made no reply. The fifth Thing I told, him, how { had been re- 
flected upon, for Mr. Gouze's not viſiting the Church more. T 


Pray d him to do it, He ſaid very freely, he thought, he could 


| old him, that I had- 
Idoliz d Mr. Gouge; for I thought I could have venter'd my Life 
upon every Word that came from his Mouth, but God had ſhow? | 
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viſit tine u hg half a Lear. Then. 20 2 ain pray -d 
him to do it. The ſixth Thing, Was, becauſe I ow I was. 


griev'd at Mr. Govge's ſaying one Thing, and 5 . Now 


1 prove this from his own Words. Firſt, His telling me that he 
would be at a Certainiy about that; for he would not do both. 
He finding by their diſcourſing, they had a great, Affection for me, 
he fear'd, I would ſtir them Up 0 have rhe Days of Prayer and 
Lecture, and Him to viſit the Church, and if he ſaid one Thing and 
did another, he fear'd, I would tell him of that; therefore he in- 
vented theſe Abominable ſlamlers upon me, to cauſe them to afflict 
me, and not mind any Thing I 1155 ould. ſay, that I, might be driven 
then he would have ſaid, their was 
xaking to Mr. 289 this is prov'd by 


oy Deſtraction ot Deſpair; and 

a ſudgment u r, me Se 

. Fi Lpreſſivits in- Praysr.:.; His Was, that none 
might dare to contradid him. Secondly, 155 '4 this by his tel- 
ling me, if be did ſo himſelf, hs a not be willing to be told. 
of it, at that time, when |] 1 pleaded, much with 12 to juſtify 
or condemn mie; and he told the. Ch wc, thay Bo col me this was 


unpertit 1 | My ſayin I Was 2 5 at 148 ge 8 ee the 
Church fo.m Tus 7 great 798 75 of Strangers, kot not be- 
ing exattly at Time ©: and. Whether: we come or not; he 
would be in ay at three a 5 lock, he din in the Houle, 
where y. es oo 1 2 was thejr, and did not come into the 
Room, er half an, Hour 125 by che 25 of the Houſe, 
Thirdly , Was. griev'd, Warhs e 1 Cie 7 unpl e, 
to matter of their Here MR 1400 made the 


Word of od *« of no effect, 55505 11 5 up his Traditions to oppoſe 


God's' expreſs commands. F L prove ts Malice, for ſtir- 
ing lim up; to viſit the Church, b ben howigg fh ch Dilplaſure at 
the Bill, that Was a Queſtion, 7 it The People reported, they fear d 
I would ak his Heart. Half à Lear after 'T left the Church, I 
00 nit mould be the meaning I could not have a Diſmiſſi- 


nidte för thele Things they had 18 fallly accus'd me df, having us*4 
all ma] N 1 [lis to 9-4, it in, a N Way ; for it was ver 
©: 2 Lint t .cl ear me to tf the Church, if they h Invented theſe 
Things *314 0 ſcours'd it "into! Kim, as 1 thought it had been, 
when f ent to him to clear me, but then 1 was, made to ſee he 
1 the Founc 5 of theſe Things, 4 ind diſcours'd it ny them, and 


T it int them, Aer Preacht it into 
— mop it 0 1 f and 


in the 127 uch and without, about my Converſation; and that I 


never K Agen one juſt Offence, and he ſaid, he knew he did. own 
that 1 12 rightly, apply'd the A 1 75 concerning the Offence 


5 Barton gave me: But what he did to clear me, was this, he 
uded them to believe 1 was eraz'd, and therefore I might do 


pres t heſe thing $ by a Deluſion; but he Thought the Root of the 
er was in 12 therefore he had nothing againſt me. For what 
vas I, that I ſhould pretend to ſuch Revelations He had as much 


hit. 


eue to 0 I Was dead, as eraz d. n bs. all that I ſaid to 


: * 


Under. their Hand ; that I ſhould. not be reflected upon any 


them. This I 
his own Words. He ſai, he had made a Search with- 


1 (18) 5 
him every time, and what I ſaid to Mr. Gouge, and what I writ 
in my Bills and Book, was very much to promote the Glory of 
God, and therefore mult be aſcrib'J to be the Work of the Spirit 
of God in my Heart. His telling me; when I came to him before, 
I came / reflecting upon Mrs. Gooding, difcover'd a great Miltery to 
me, and then ftared the Caſe how he Lov'd me. This poſitively 
ov'd, he Maliciouſly pretended, that I invented ſuch . Packs of 
ies, from Time to Time to, get into his Company, to elevate 
his Affections. This diſcover'd the meaning of his and Mr. Pin- 
dar's bantering me aldin my Book 3 and this poſitively proy'd to 
me, he preach'd theſe folbw ing Things about me, three Months 
before, He ſaid, God had not bleſs'd them in all their Ambitious 
undertakings, with other Reflections, which incens'd the People 
with what he had privately difcotrs'd into them, that what I ſaid 
to Mr. Gouge, and to him, and what I writ in my Bills and 
Bock, I had done it out of Pride, to Show my Parts, to elevate 
_ bis Affections. I was greatly griev*d under that Sermon, thinking 


it was abort me. I examin'd my Heart, and then I could appeal to 


God, F had neither ſpoken nor written any Thing With an Amdbiti- 
ous deſign; but in Simplicity, and Godly fincerity, 1 did it fo the 
oy of God, and the good of my own Soul, and Fog z there- 
fore I was nof ſure it was I, and I had ys co Are vt his chiding 
me ſo very much for my diſcoarfing abort his Preaching about 
me, and his telling me he could not clear me to five Brethren, 
made nie ar laſt remember this; and he told the Church, that he 
never heard of my bein in Love with him, till I writ to him @- 
bour it in in Lettet. He ſaid this, 11 clear Mr. Pindar of invent 
ing it. I tolu him, F never had found ! f 

had not ſtated the Cafe how he lo me: And his banters abour m 
Book, prov d it. Mr. Perkins. and Mr. Criſp ſaid, aye, fo it di 
His ſaying he never heard of it, prov'd he invented it himſelf. 
Pride and Malice made Glorious Angels Devils; and it could be 
nothing elſe, that made Mr. Rich 

rit of God in me, which was t 


e Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, x 


a 


fore he was our Paſtor; for he knew gjothing could be more to 


promote the Glory of God, than what 1 had ſaid to Mr. Gouge 
and himſelf. If J had done theſe Thirigs by a Delufion 
to praiſe God, and to be prais'd for, and pretended F had greater 
Faith in God, than I had, and th U ud re gente, Conlo- 
lations from God, and greater diſcodtles of his Grace wrought in me, 
than I had receiv'd, out of Pride, that would have been lying to the 


Holy Ghoſt, and I could not have had Grace, nor been in Chriſt. 


This I prove by Ananias and Sephira, in keeping back Part bf 
their Foſſeflion, The Apoſtle ſaid, thou haſt not '4 unto Man 
only, but unto the Holy Ghoſt, and they fell down Dead, atid was 
damn d for all. Sin is ſaid to be damnable, without Repentance; and 
they had no time for Repentance. I prove he deluded the Peo- 


ings by a Delufion, that muſt 
have been by theSpiritof the Devilzif1 ad written Lies dut ef Pride, 


M 
it out Tlear my ſelf, if he | 


ly blaſpheme the Work of the 1 


ple to believe damnable Principles, and he preacht Blaſphemy a- 


| a 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, when e ſaid God has nor bleſt them 11 
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all their ambitious Undertakings, If I had done theſe Things 


out of Pride, by Head knowledge, that mult have been by the 
Spirit of the Devil, his preaching and diſcourſing it into them, 

t I might do all theſe Things ſo, and yet I might have a Spark 
of Grace, was damnable Doctrine. This is what the Phariſees did 
in Matthew, Chap. 12. where they ſaid, Chriſt caſt out Devils by 


Zeelzebub, the Prince of the Deyils. Chriſt ſaith, whoſcever 


ſpeaketh a Word againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be forgiven him; 
but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ir ſhall not be for 
given him, neither in this World, nor in the World to come, Ic 
was not Chriſt's being God-man, that made what the Phariſees (aid 
to be the vip againſt the Holy Ghoſt, but it was the Work of the 
8 int of 5 they ſaid it was done by the Spirit of the Devil. 
0 I late down with them after the Penple difcover* to me, 
they believ'd what I had donę was by the Spirit of the Devil, with- 
out clearing of it up. I muſt have been guilty of rhe Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, if I had ſuffer d the Work of the Spirit of Ged 
to be counted to be the Work of thg, Devil, as Mr. Ridgly advis“ 

me to do, and charg'd me not to go'to another Miniſter, becauſe he 
knew he ſhould be condemn'd, — I ſhould be juſtify'd. Fudas's con- 
yerfation, muſt be ſuppos d td be as ff as the other Deſciples, or 


elſe they might have eaſily ſuſpected him, when Chriſt ſaid one 
Devil. The Label G0 not lo- like Malice, when 


of you is a 
1 ſaid, hail, Mailer, and kiſs'd him: No more did this, when 
Mr. Kidgly wiſh'd me a good Morning, before he was my Paſtor, 
and his thanking me for my goo! Compatiiy 5 but now it is diſoo- 
ver'd, he at the fame time Maliticuſly harbour'd in his Heart, 
that I up them Bills out of Pride, to get into his Affections, 
when I fo often pray'd him to deal faithfully and plainly with 
me. He ſaid, he was not diſſatisfy'd with me, for there was no 
Sin in puttiug up a Bill, that was to beſure. I did not know the 
meaning why he excus'd his ſhowing ſuch Diſpleaſure at the 
2 by ſaying, he did not know it was mine then. Hebrews, 
Chap, 6. Ver. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſible for'theſe, who we:e 
once inlighten'd, and haye taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word 


22 
ze 


of God, and the Powers of the World to come, if they ſna nung re- t , | 


new them again to Repentance, Wing they crucify to themlelves 
the Son of God a-freſh, and put him to an open Shame. Hebrews, 
Chap. 10. Ver. 26, 27. For if we Sin wilfully, after that we 
have receiv'd the Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth no 
more Sacrifice for Sins, but a Certain fearful looking for of Judg- 
ment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſarics, 
John, Chap. 3. Ver, 8. He that committeh Sin, is of the Devil, 
The firſt Eviſile of St. John, Chap. + Ver. 20. If a Man ſay, 
I love God, and hateth his Brother, e is a Lier; for he that 
loveth not his Brother, that he hath ſeen, how can he love God, 


v 


whom he hath not ſeen ? / Corinthians, Chap. 13. Ver. 2, 3. 
28985 I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men, and of Angels, and have 


barity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling oo” 
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> bal; and though 1 have the Gifts of Propheſy and underſtand 


% 


all Mitteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all Faith, fo 
that I could remove Mountains, and have not Charity, I am no- 
thing; and though I beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and 
though I give my Body to be burn'd, and have not Charity, it pro- 
fitteth me nothing. Their could be no Charity in Mr. R:dgly, and 


Mr. Pindar, when they pretended I had written Lies, to praiſe God, 


and to be pray'd for, and refuſed to praiſe God. The Spirit of God 
would never Queſtion his vwn Work, nor bring falſe imaginations 
into Peoples minds; therefore I prove, they pray'd by the Spirit of 
the Devil about me at that time, by infenſing into the People, 


that I was a Hypecrite, and Mr. Pindar at another time, when he 


ſaid a down right Lie in Prayer, to make the People think there 
was a Judgment upon me, for ſpeaking to Mr. Gouge. I defir'd 
Mr. Barton, to bring my matters before the Church again, be- 
cauſe it was done in a Miſterv to the greateſt Part of the Church; 
for there was a great Deal of my ſufferings hid, and their Wicked- 
neſs. He ſaid, they were a Church of themſelves, and they might 
do what they would, and none had to do with them; indeed if he 
wrong'd a Servant, they might have him before a Juſtice of the 
Peace. I told him, Miniſters were Juſtices of Peace for Churches, 
He ſaid, no, they had nothing to do with them. I pray the Reader 
to uſe your Bible, and read the following Scriptures, Ferenty, Chap. 
23. Levit. 19. Chap. 11. Ver. 15. 1 Cor. Chap. 26. Ver. 27. 
1 Peter, Chap. 14. (4 15, 16. Dutri, Chap. 13. Fobn,*q. He 
that faith I know him, and keepeth not his Commandments, is 
a Lier, and the Truth is not in him; and Chriſt ſaith, whatſo- 
ever you do unto one of theſe Little ones that believe in me, you 
do it unto me; and he hath ſaid, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs a- 
way, before one Word of mine fhall fall. After I had it before the 
Church, I ſent Mr. P:mmerten, one of Mr. Neſbet's Church, two 


ſeveral times, to defire Mr. Neſbet to ſend two of his Members to 


Mr. Riagly's Church, to know what they had againſt me; but no 
2ntreaty would prevail. He ſpake to Mr. Xidgiy, and Mr. Pindar, 
and they ſaid, they had dealt with me, and would hear no more 
of me; and Mr. Ridgly ſaid, he hardly knew me. When Mr. 
Neſbet told me this, I told him all that I had ſaid to Mr. Ridgly, 
when my Witneſſes was with me. He laugh'd at that, becaule 


he knew Mr, Kidgly muſt be Guilty. I defir'4 him to ſpeak with, 


Mr. Perkins, and he did; and he own'd, I ſuffer'd the Wrong, and 
that they had nothing againſt me; and that he would have had 
them made an end of it then. I had often beg'd of Mr. Nefbet to 
ſpeak with Mr. Struton, an@aſk him, whether or no I did not prove my 
Charges? Or whether or no they had any Thing againſt me? He 


- promis'd he would do that, and told my Siſter and I together, he 


would do what he could, to bring us Face to Face. I mt Mr. 
Struton, and got a Promiſe to meet Mr. Naſbet, we mfet together 
June the 25. 1706. at twelve a Clock, at the Amſterdam Coffee- 
Houſ:. Mr. Neſbet diſcours'd him fo long, that Mr. Pitman ſaid, I 


believe we ſhall not ſpeak with him at all. After that they de- 


«TS Nr d 
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frd we would walk up, they look'd me in the Face, and aid, 


d 

0 what have you to ſay to Mr. Struton? As I nam'd the Charges, 

- he hung down his Head, and ſmiPd ; but upon my putting Things 

d very cloſe to him, he look'd Mr. Neſbet in the Face, and ſaid there 

J- is three Men has given her Offence, | N 

10 Mr. Neſbet had aſk'd me, where are your living Witneſſes? I © 

* luck'd out the Paper I had under my Witneſſes Hands, and ſaid, 

dd here is my ne e He turn'd it away with his Hand, and 

ns would not read it; Mrs. Petman was preſent, Mr. Herick and two 

of other Gentlemen. About half an Hour after we parted, Mr. Veſber | 
le, met me in Broad- Sti cet; I made great Way for him to go by me, 4 
We but he came to me, and ſaid, if I could think of any other Way he 


could ſerve me, he would do it. Then I defir*d him to read the Pa- N | 
r I had under my Witneſſes Hands, and another which was the | 
. Mahner how it was prov*d before the Church. He would not do it, 
but ſaid again, if J could think of any other Way he could ſerve 
me, he would doit. Then I ſaid, Sir, do this for me, which was 
our own Propoſal, that I propoſe my ſelf to a Church, and they 
ould ſend two Meſſengers ro Mr, Ridgly's Church, to know. what 
they had againſt me. He ſaid, no, I ſhould not come to propoſe my 
{elf to his Church; Bur he ſaid again, if I could think of any other 
Way he could ſerve me, he would. Then I ſaid, Sir, will you be at 
Pinners-Hall next Monday? and I will come and lay it before the 
Miniſters. He ſaid, he ſhould not be there, for he was to preach on 
Tueſday. He repeated it ſeveral times more the ſame Words; and 
added, if I could ger ſome of them to meet him, he would meet em. 
I went to Mr. Criſp, to Mr. Baton, to Mr. Stears, to Mr. Lackſon, 
and I deſir'd them, and Mr. Savage, and Mr. Perkins, would be pleas'd 
to meet Mr. Neſbet, but they would not, becauſe there was nothin 
could be found againſt me. Theſe Men heard my Charges prov? 
After this, I went to the Reverend Mr. John Spademan, that learn- 
ed and faithful Divine. I earneſtly deſir d he would be pleas d to 
hear the whole Matter, and then to give his Judgment, whether I 
was uncharitable in charging them with the Sin againſt the = 
Ghoſt. He faithfully caution'd me againſt ſpeaking of it, and ſaid, . 
he hop'd I remember'd he was not to receive an Accuſation againſt | 
an Elder, without two or three Witneſſes, I ſaid, yes; and there- 
fore J had brought him Witneſſes, He faithfully examin'd me, 
wherever he could put a Quære againſt me: And after he had heard 
the whole Matter, he ſaid theſe Words, well, I think it is juit Job's 
Caſe ; and J think you have been very unkindly treated, and very 
hardly dealt withal ; and he could not ſay, that I was ancharitable 
in charging them with the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 and I was 
three times with him, before all this could be done. After this, I 
went to Mr. Clark, the Miniſter; I begg'd of him to read the Book, 
Bills, Letters, and all my other Papers that I had under my Wit= _ 
nefſes Hauds; and he ſaid, he did not believe, that Mr. Ridgly was 
as wicked a Man as liv'd on the Earth. I pray'd him to read all my 
Papers, and if I had not prov*d him ſo, I defir'd he would fay 
the Worſt he could to me, when I came. After he had read 
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my Papers, the Worſt he could ſay to mes was, thiy geit 28 if you 
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was craa d. I told him many times, if they would not put an 


to it, I would print it. I defir'd him to bring it before the Miniſters 


at Pinners-Hall ; I told him, Mr. Neſbet ſhould aſſiſt him. He aid, 


F I could engage Mr. Neſtet to aſſiſt him, he would bring it there. 


took Mrs. Pitman with me to Mr. Naßers; I acquainted him, that 
I went to ſeveral of the Members, and they would not meer him; 
6m pe I defir'd be would aſſiſt Mr, Clark, in laying the Matters 


ore the Miniſters. He did not know Mrs. Pitman again, and 
chinking her to be a Stranger to the Matter, he laugh'd at me, and 
Laid, he could not tell what to make of it. | look'd him in the Face 


and ſaid, how, Sir! did not you your ſelf in this very Room, fay, 
get rid of them, ger rid of them? He ſaid, he believ'd I had ſuffer'd 
reat Oppreſſions. I told him, he was as conſcious to it all, as my 
If; by che Manner of Mr. Struton's Carriage, while I diſcours'd it, 
Ftold him how he look'd up in his Face, and ſaid, there is three 
Men has given her Offence. He was very angry with me, and ſe- 
veral times ſaid, he own'd nothing I ſaid. Nay, Sir, this Gentle- 
woman was there. He ſaid, was you there ?. She faid, yes; ahd 
repeated the ſame Things to him; and added this, that ſhe had 
heard ſeveral of them ſay, they had nothing 7 50 me ; therefore 
the wonder'd they would nor give me a Diſmiſſion. He 8 
me very much, and as Iwas giving a particular Account e 

he ſeveral Times aggravated me, and made me talk of other Things; 


and then ſaid, he did not know what I faid ; and afk'd Mrs. Pit. 


man, if ſhe. knew what I ſaid, to nd I was craz'd, to cover all 


this Wickedneſs? She ſaid, yes, ſhe knew what I ſaid. I aſk'd him 


ſeveral times before he would give me an Anſwer, whether I could 
write Lies to the Holy Ghoſt out of Pride, and yet be in Chriſt ? 
He ſaid, no; but he made me promiſe I would not come there at 
laſt. He promis'd me he would aſſiſt Mr. Clark all he could; but it 
was in this Way, in pretending that I was craz d, and if they would 
not ſay as I ſaid, I would come and cratch their Faces; but I never 
did yet to Man or Woman. November 4. 1706. I ſent ſome of my 
Witneſſes to Pizners-Hall, by whom Mr. Neſbet and Mr. Clark ſeng 
me this Anſwer, they had ſpoke to Mr. Ridgly, and he would not 
come there to anſwer my Papers, notwithſtanding I ſent him Word 
I would not be there. He told them, they had dealt with me, and 


he would hear no more of me. They att l him, if it was regilter'd 


in the Church-Book ? And if it was, they deſir'd to ſee a Copy for 
what they had done it for ; Mr, Clark added this, that I ſhould pro- 
poſe my ſelf to a Church, and they ſhould fend two Meſſengers to 
know what they had againſt me. T and my Siſter went the next 
Day, to-defire- that Favour of Mr, Clark. He ſaid, he had riothing 
to ſay to me, only to give me my Papers again. My Siſter defir'4 
Leave to diſcourſe with him. He ſaid, the might, and ſhe did. Af- 
ter this, when I took Friends with me, he told me, I was craz d; 
but he never-ſaid ſo to me, till after Mr. Neſbe ſpoke 10 him at 


Pinners-Hull; and 1 had been with him four times; and he told my 


Wineſſes at Pinner al, they ſaid 1 was craz'd, but he did not 
ES. hk | perceive 


Things, 
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perceive it by me; and Mr. Naber told all the Miniſters he had tead 
all my my and he had had a great deal of Trouhle about me; 
and hecall'd Mr. Clark away, from hearing what my Witneſſes ſaid 
to him. He knew, if I had come my ſelf, I would have laid it all 
open to the Miniſters 5 therefore he made me promiſe I would not 
come; and there was none of them would ſend to the Church for 
me, the Reaſon muſt be this, for Fear I ſhould not be able to get my 
Living, through the abundance of Sickneſs and Weakneſs, by grie- 
ving at thoſe Things : For to queſtion my Intereſt in Chriſt, ac- 
COT ing. 'to what I had written of my Converſation, and my Wit- 
neſſes had given under their Hands of my Life and Converſation, 
they muſt confound the whole Doctrine of Salvation. After this, I 
went to theſe two faithful Servants of Chriſt, and defir'd of them, 
if they judg'd ine in my right Senſes, that they would be pleas'd to 
give it me under their Hands, which they did do; and they alſo have 
read my Book, Bills, Letters, and other Papers, notwithſtanding 
they have diſcours d me. „ ef ein nels 
n the fixth Day of Famary following, I went to Pinners-Hall, 
I defir'd of the whole Board of Miniſters to hear my Caſe; I told 
chem, ſuch a Caſe had not been. heard of in the World. Before L 
came away, Mr. Neſbet' read the Paper I had under 77 5 
and Mr. Pomnphret's Hand, and another Paper under my Witneſſes 
Hands, againſt Mr. Ridgly, He ſaid, I believe he knew of your 
coming, Er he is not here bp Night, and we ſhall be here this Day 
Month again. A Gentleman that went with me, defir'd him to 
put an End to it. He ſaid, he knew all the whole Matter, and he 
would do what he could for me. The Gentleman deſir d the fame of 
Mr, Brag, After they were gone into the Street, that Day Month 
l went again. Then they ſaid, they could N becauſe Mr. 
Ridgly was not there. Mrs. Longfan ſaid, it is very hard, that ſhe 
ean't fit down in one Church, nor in another. I told Mr. Neſbet he 
knew that they had nothing againſt me, and that Mr. Clark knew ir | 
too. I told him, Mr. Srruton ſmil'd whenlnam'd the Charges; bur at 
laſt he lifted up his Head, and look'd you in the Face; and laid, there 
ts three Men has given her Offence. I told them, they three ware 
Mr. Ridgiy, Mr. Pinder, and Mr. Hundcock, which were the Foun- - 
dersof al theſe Slanders. Mr. Neſbet ſeveral] times deny*d, that Mr. 
Struton own'd any Thing, notwithitanding Mrs. Pitman made him 
own it in his own Houſe. ' I ſaid ſeveral times to him before the 
Miniſters, you know I have Witneſſes of it. At laſt, he ſaid, there 
was none but a Gentlewoman there. I ſaid, there was Mr. Herick 
too. Some Months after, I mer Mr. Ridgly at Piuners-Hal, and 
declar'd it to his Face. Mr. Spademan diſcours'd Mr; Neſbet 5 and 
Fe told Mr. Spademan, he had reprov'd Mr. Ridgly, and ſeveral of 
the Members; and that he told them, they hac done what they could 
nct ſtard by, and they had done that they could not juſtiff and 
that he had done all that he could for me. But norwit I 
had a Jealouſy that he was my Znemy, and I thitik I had very good 
Reaſon to think fo, but he ſaid, he would ſee what he could do. 
When Mr, Spademan had told theſe Things to me, and a Friend — 
9 N | 28 w 
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was with me, Mr. Neſber came in and ſmil'd upon me, and ſaid, : 
how do'ſt thou do Mrs. Pierce ? What ar't thou not got out of thy i , 
long Trouble yer ? I ſaid, Sir, it was in your Power to put it to an ( 
End at firit ; if you would have ſent two Meſſengers to the Church, * 
they would have ſaid, they had nothing againſt me; and you knew I 5 
Mr. Ridgly muſt be guilty, when I told you what I had Witneſs of 1 
that I ſaid to his Face, becauſe he had told you, that he hardly knew * 


þ me. After I had had it before the Church, and you could go to Mr. > 
J 2 Sendallfor ſome of Mr. La ners Church, and ſaid, give them an ho- " 
i nourable-Diſmiſſion, or I will expoſe. you. He ſaid, indeed he did, 1. 
1 For Mr. Taylor and his Wife, he deny'd ſeveral times, that I de- 2 


U N fir'd him to ſend Meſſengers to know what they had againit me. I c 
q told him, my Siſter did intreat him to put it ro an End, and Mrs. a 
Pitman was with n, e at his Houſe, and that I had brought ſeveral i 
others. there. He has done much more Falſeneſs about me, than 1 bo 
have repeated; and I told him, you are a treacherous Man; and I Fe: 
had told him and his Wife, the Church had taken away my Repu- pr 
tation and my Livelihood. I had waited half a Vear, after I had 8. 
had it before the Chu ch, before he ſpoke with Mr. Srruton, and then t 
he\would/not aſk' him one Queſtion, before, me. Now, from what bo 
Mr. Perkins ſaid, and Mr. Ridgly ſaid, and what Mr, Struton ſaid, th 
it was evident to. Mr. Neſbet, that I was innocent, and had ſuffer d FG. 
all the Wrong from each Man's Words. Then Mr. Neſhet ought to * 
have laid open Mr. Nidgiy's Sins 10 the Miniſters, and to have had || 0 
no Fellowſhip-with him, and convinc'd the Church of the damna- Sp 
ble kr cher Mr, og, had taught them. But inſtead of this, * 
| when I deſir'd him to aſſiſ Mr. Clark, he ſaid, if I come to him to 

1 g0 to the Change upon his Head, mult he doe it? I told him, if I f $1 
1 had been rich, he would have laid it open to the Miniſters long be- FE 
| fore. He ſaid, if I would go to Mr. Pie the Apothecary, he 11 
would go with me. I ſaid, you told me, that he was utterly againſt 15 
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me, but he is a wicked Man if he is; for he would not he there to 
hear it try d. Pray confider what a Friend Mr. Neſbet has been. 
N The ſecond time I ſpoke to the Miniſters at Pinners-Hall, T ſaid, 
L | Mr. Bing, you know I deſir d you. two Years ago, to aſk Mr. Ridgly - 
| for a Dilmiſſion. He ſaid, yes, you did. I told them, if I could 
1 not prove by Scripture he had committed the Sin againſt the Holy 
2 Ghoſt, I Would lie under what - cenſure they all would pleaſe to pur 
upon me: And Mr. Neſbet did own then, that Mr. Riggly ſaid, he 
| hardly knew me. All that ever I did to offend the People or Mini- 
| ſter, Was, endeavouring to promote a holy Converſation, and the 
Ordinances of God. They had ſo much reflected upon me, and had 
ſo much afflicted me, in their pretending, that the Deceĩt might give 
me ſuch Knowledge and Memory, they had ly*d, banter'd, canted 
me, ſo that the Devil ſat hard upon me, to tempt me to think all 
that ever I had done, was by the Spirit of the Devil. But I deſire 
to:adorethe Mercy of God in Chriſt, that has preſerv'd wy Senſes, 
977 enabPd me to ſearch and try what e e 175 been acted 
now, for between one and two and twenty Years. Lying and e- 
very Alte Wa f Soul has abhor'd, and Sin has been The . bit- 
ter Thing my Soul &: mourn'd for, in my ſelf and other -, becauſe ., 
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it is againſt. ſuch Love, and ſo heinous, in the:Sightzof G ef and 
this Argument has conſtrain'd me. Do\I heli BE e | 
me? Then let me prove my Love, by 1 his 
Commands; and I have dreaded being left to the Corruption of my 
own Heart, more than any Evil that could come upon me: For a- | 
bove four Years I was looking to my Sanctification, to ptove m qu- 8 
ſtification; and then the Lord was graciouſly pleas d, of. his infinite 


Mercy to me a ſinful Creature, to give his Spirit to bea Fitneſs, to· | 
gether with my Spirit, that I was,born of God. Ecth when I read: 74 


the Scriptures, and heard the Word przach'd, Romani, Chap. 8. Ver. 


14, 15, 16, 17. Coloſſians, Chap. 2. ee And he was, pleas'd | | 
| 


to let me fee, that I was choſen in Cr rom Eternity. Froverbs, | 
Chap. 8. Ver. 31. And therefore my Care has been 0 40. all Things ar g 
in hs Sight, that I might not grieve hi holy Spirit, and cauſe vim to _ 
withdraw his Preſence. The Glory of God has been dearet tg mea - | 
bove one and twenty Years, than any Thing in the World, bt ſides g 
and I have liv'd a felf-denying Life 8 Lears, and refus'd the | 
Preferment of this World's good Things; Mhich I might have had 3 | 
and choſen ſuch Buſineſs, that I might have leaſt Ineumberance;. 
that I night have more Communion with od, and, haye molt Op- 
portunity to read and hear his Word preach'd ; and Lusd tahenr on 
the Week Days, as well as onthe e at all Seaſons that 
could get; and I was careful to improve all Time that. I could get 
for Prayer, Meditation, Reading the Scrigtures, ang other good 
Books. I thought theſe were the Ways God has promis re 
Spirit in; and if there be a ny God, and if there be am Salvation, I 
muſt.b: in Chriſt; and there is no other Way under Heaven given, 
whereby I can be fav'd; but in the Name of Chriſt. Then 1 on- 
ſider'd there was bit two Leaders, God and the Devil z and if 1 
went in my; Enemy 's Ways, that was the Devil's V 18 therefore 
1{ reſolv'd, if I periſh'd, I would periſh at the Foot of Qurit — = 

m Man z 


in the Way I have gone in, 1 will go; whateyer I ſuffer 


1775 I Corintbians, Chap. I, Ver. 
But God hath c hoſen t he fopl iſb Thi 
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had te them upon Mr. Nndar was; 5 


porte, Mr. Pradtr told we, that he cf T'aoudd be angry, Is 
; 1 tell me, we'd 


(36). . 


amy God Toi flrengthextbre ; yea, [will belp thee ; yen, I wit | 


| 2775 thee with the Right Hund of my Righteou 22 Behold, all 


that wert intent agninft thee, ſhall be e q ann confounded, 
fab bt ar nothing ; and they that ſttite with thee, ſpall periſh; 
Ne the Works mult be aſcribd to the Spirit of the Devil; now, 
whateve?”is: done by Prejudice, Envy, Malice, Lying, Bantering, 


| * Canti with aue Deſign, to provoke Perſons to fin againſt 
CR 117 2 falſe Things, and then report them as if they were 
and abun anceofit, has been d me by them to me; 


— it 4 poſſible to enter into the Heart of Man, the Oppreſſion 


and Grell Hay Have gone througli for above eight Years, through Mr. 
Kidgly 'Wickedn "I bleſs God, that he llach counted me wor- 


17% fu ror His Fame Bike and I deſire to give him the Glory 


rted me under all the Extremities of Soul and Body 

Vo unto yon Scribes aud Phariſes, ye pocrites, ye titbe 
„ und Cult: and for d Pretence, u. ake long Nr ; 
: you: ro have done, but not 10 have the cel. und one, 
Mercy, and Truth: And he ſaid, The Publicans and 
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: enter into the Mugiom of Hedtren, _ them. It is 


above tiree Years ſince 1 left ar; and by no Means that I have 
usd all this Time, would they give me a Diſtmiſion, The roth of 


next” My will be 15 Vears ago ſince T was admitted a Member 


that Church; ani I did attend all th: Ordinances of God in that 
rey, when T could; I have fuffer's five Years in getting my | Li- 
52 ugh theſe Shanders. | 
- Tacknowledpe I was müſltsben la charging in my 
ular to be the firſt Inventor of theſe abominable Scan- 


| 1 60 4 ines and that he hail incens'dthefe Things into Mr. Kid 


15 bur-afterwards I have prov'd it from Mr, #54g1y's Mouth, that 
himſelf was the lirrentor of: it, ſeveral Years b fore I knew it 
whs done. But I had theſe ſeveral Reaſons to charge it upon Mr. 
Pinus for the firſt, I could prove they accounted me a Hypo- 
. was their Expreſſtons im Prayer; when they ſhould havepmil- 
Here e eb God on my Behalf, they fevers Times ſakl, if it is ſo, Lord do 
cd humble 5 Perſon. They refus'd to give God the Glory due 


uno his Name; for they (hi not praiſe him once, for Bis great Mer- 
| ciesunto my Soul; and Mr. Pindar pray d fifſt, and usd boſe Ex- 


preffions three times over ; and they . 'I-whoſe Bill it was be- 
* and my Name was expos d . 
ple: Theſe Expreſſions did demonſtrate; that t d 
N, Lies to the Holy Ghoſt, and Lwas griev'd * bes > 
that I was gor abſe to bear it n longer 3 fn 1 
to remove aF their Odjections. he ſecond Reafon 1 


— 


Laid he ehomtre I "ertren that Book ur of 
accklenta? Fallon. I ſpoke with them both together aboar r} 


was too old oth. 2 
at me ma at 
Pk ent wy Bock, 


Wa wore 
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cauſe ] had been made more than a Conqueror over 


made toſee how I have been kert by 
unto Salvation; and I deſire all you that love and fear the 


the Lord would be pleas'd to appear for | 
AIR? ir Condition. It was Mr. Hindcoth's tele 
- upon me, for clearing my Innocency, when he had 4 s Judg- 
ment two ſeveral Times, that 8 1 Mr 
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_Ridgly muſt Tay thioſe Things, upon Mr. Pinitar's gertiments upon Vis . 
| Piadar, was, ten Days after this Time, that they both bold ute, there 


reading of my Book, The third Reaſon a they aer dee n 
„ 
i 


was no Body had any Thing againſt me, he made a long Diſc 
about me in Prayer, and ſaid, there was ene that had deen à long 
tine among them, that ought to be a building up others, and eila- 


bliſh others, was going to make a Breach. Theſe Expreffions was 


becauſe that I had ſaid to them, that if I could not walkin Love, as 
Chriſt comma!i8s his Children to do, I would not walk with them. 


And he ſaid, how high ſoever they are, if their own Expreſſions 


might be believ' d. there was an immediate Hand of God went our a- 
gainſt them. He alluded to that weak Condition I gave an Accaune 
of I had been in in my Book, that it was a Judgment of God u 

on me for ſpeaking to Mr, Gone. It was a downright Lie in Prayer 
t0 God; for I was recovering of that Condition, when I fpoketo 
Mr. Gouge; and there was no other Perſon in the Church he could 
ſpeak it of, but my ſelf. When I was in that weak Condition, I 


did think it was occaſion'd by doing Buſigeſs that was above my 


S. cength; for Thad gradually found it did me much Harm, for three 


Quarters of a Year before. But what I have ſuffer d fo often fince, 


by their continual grieving me, has taught me, that grief did ye- 
ry much occaſion it. I never had in all my Life laid any Thing ſo 
much to Heart, as I did the Breach of that Church, to fee God dife 


. honour'd ſo by ſuch a Preacher, 1 thought the greateſt in London ; 


and ſuch a Church, that had been an Example to others. I griv'd 
Night and Day for ſeveral Months at thoſe Things that I ſpoke to 


_ Mr. Gouge, before 1 had ſpoke it to him; fo that 1 had nſen ſeveral 


Nights out of my Bed, to ſtudy how to Word it, that I might nct 


grieve Mr. Gouge: It was the Diſhonour that was done unto G. 


that wounded my Soul, and my Concern was to promote his Glory. 
In all my Writing, i know not of any Miſtake but theſe two, which 
J had theſe Things to bild my Thoughts upon, Theſe Things Mr, 
Pindar {poke before I writ that Letter; and fince he told me, I put 
up that Bill to exalt my ſelf, that was to praiſe God, and be pray'd 
for: And when I told rhe Church, Mr. Handcock ſaid my Peace 
with Go. might be a Deluſion, Mr. Pindar ſaid, fo it might. I will here 


repeat the Words of that Bill; I am one that has been exercis'd with 


Variety of Afflictions, and Temprations, and Diſappointments for a- 
bove 16 Years togerher, and has been made to praſſe God for all theſę 
Things; and to rejoyce even for thoſe 1 er or 960 bitter 
to me; and has been made to trĩumph in and throu riſt Telus, be- 
12 © ths World the Fleth, 

and the Devil, whoſe Rage had been _ againſt me; and haye been 
the Power of God 7 * 

Lord, to 

iſe him with me, and for me; and alſo deſire your Prayers, that 
dhe pe oy 12 Une my preſent Af - 


Hr. Barton ha 


of 


vp fo much 


done, was as I 
- > wok 


- 


. (6289 
9:47) took ĩt x and read the Scriptures. I apply'd, that it was ſinful. When 
vent to intreat him to own i. he gave his Judgment; and I told 

"him, Lhad convinc'd Mr. Barton of his Sin, and was reconcild to 
B him. Inſtead of owning it, he and his Wife deny'd it, and. Mr. 
428 Haſon too, who gave his Judgment, Mr. Ridgly, and Mr. Pndar, al- 
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l was craz d and wreſted the Scriptures. After this, Mr. Hand cock 
1 told me, I was apt to take every Thing in a wrong Senſe, and I had 
rc. griev'd the Brethrens Spirits, and they all told him ſo; and I was 
oy,” epugh to ſer a whole Nation together by rhe Ears; and ſaid, what 

- ao I [ai to Mr. Gouge, might be by the Spirit of the Devil; and 
ez Peace with God might be a Deluſion. The Oc-afion of my 

_ putting up that Bill, was this, I was under much Weakneſs, 

| ected that J had not Strength to work hard at my Needle, and I had very 
a few Children to teach, being newly come to that Houſe. The De- 
Fvil tempted me very much to diſtruſt God, and great Conflicts I was 
en unter for ſeveral Months together, for Fear the Lord ſhould ſuffer 
me to diſhonour him, by Unbelief, after he had done ſuch great 
Things for. my Soul. The Senſę of what God had done for me be- 


— 
,, 


Now, this was on my Heart Chriſt ſaid concerning the ten Lepers 

that was heal'd, Where are the nine? Here is but one that returns 

_ Glory zo, God; and this alſo was on my Heart. Mr, Pindar had ſe- 

veral Times ſaid in Frayer, many put up Bills to be pray'd for, but 

few return d Praiſe. And this alſo was on my Heart, that Prayer 

_ | was the Way to overcome the Devil. I did not lay it on the Table, 
becauſe it ſhould not be known whoſe it was: I gave it one out of 

my Hand, ſhe gave it them, they aſk'd twice over whole it was, be- 

Pore they pray d? She anſwer'd by Gueſs, nam'd my Name, and 

ſaid it was mine. The Room was crowded full of People, they ſee- 

Ing me there, and I did not contradict it, they all knew it was mine, 

| Mr. Tingar pray d firſt, he three ſeveral Tims ſaid, if it is ſo, Lord 
do thou humble that Perſon, Mr. Ridzly pray'd after him, and he 
three Times over faid the ſame Words; and the fourth Time, he 
laid, Lord it is their own Expreſſions, that all thy Ways have been 


Saoodneſs and Mercy to them, for a great meny Years together, do 


thou make that Perſon to ſhow it in her Life and Converſation. He 


. Exprels'd it as if I had liv'd a ſcandalcus Life; and for what I de- 
brd Prayer, he only ſaid, if they are under any Affliction, Lord do 
_ © thou ſanctify it. They both refus'd to give God the Glory due unto 
his Name; for they did not once praiſe him, but their Words que- 
_ Nion'd, whether I had not written Lies to the Holy Ghoſt ; and in 
„ Seripture, there was none that made a Profeſſion of believing in 
8 Chriſt's named Perſon, but excommunicated ſcandalous Sinners; and 
I never in all my Life, had heard any pray'd for in that Manner, 
but one that was condemn'd to be hang' d. After this, the Devil 
laid, what wou'd J truſt God flill ? But I deſire ever to praiſe 


_ | God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one Eſſence, equal in Glory 


| and Power, that hath enabl'd me to fay, though he ſlay me, yet 
will I truſt in him. Azother Time, when Mr. Pindar had * 2 
| - ne 77, ong 
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| together. When Mr. Barton examin'd the Matter, they pretended ' 


© Tore, made my Affliction very great, for Fear I ſhould diſhonour him. 


* 


(29) | 
long Diſcourſe about me, to make the People believe, there was a Judg- 
nent upon me for ſpeaking to Mr. Gouge, which was a downright 
Lie in Prayer. The Devil tempted me to think, ſurely had no 
Grace, becauſe of their Prayers. But the Lord gave me this Word 
immediately, then there was nd Conſola tion in Chriſt Jeſus, if T 
had not Grace; bleſs d be his Name for that. Here is the Words 
of that Bill that was a Queſtion. Sir, I humbly deſire you would be 
pleas'd to anſwer this Queſtion, What an Account a faithful Miniſter 
can give of the Souls of them whom God hath made Overſeer, 
who never conyerles with them, or at leaſt very ſeldom? Here is 
the Copy of what I ſaid to Mr. Gos e. i 
Si, i caimot but acknowledge the great Love I have had for 
your Miniſtry, through the Bleſſing of God, that hath attended 
it, that J once Thought I could have venter'd my Life upon every 
Word you ſpoke, particularly, Sir, when you was Preaching from 
thoſe Words ; if any Man have not the Spirit of God, he is none 
of his, and that alſo then thou {p;akeſt in Viſion to thy Holy one, 
and ſaid, I have laid help upon one that is Mighty, I have exalted 
one Choſen out of the People, and that. alſo; for I, through the 
har, am Dead to the Law, that I might live unto God; but with- 
in two Years and a Half, I beg to ſee that I was exalting you a- 
bove what I ought ; Far when ne met in Private, you us d to ex- 
hort us to conſider, in the Admiſſion of Members, our ſatisfaQion + 
Perſonally, and that we were Members of one Body, and if we were 
not ſatisfy'd, we ſhould ſpeak, Siſters as well as Brethren, Mrs. 
Vandicke making a Diſturbance when Mr. Pitfon's Servant was 
taken in, the Siſters was never aſk'd their Satisfaction more 
after, as I know of. Our Days of Prayer was appointed in our 
. Meeting-Houſe at ten a Clock, and made it eleven, or almoſt 
tweive, before we began. This continuing, here began the Decay 
of Love, at which I was troubl'd above three Years ſince. The 
Lord's Day before the Idle Days, you, Sir, came up and made a - Hi 
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great Speech to the Church, and blam'd the Church highly, and * 
ſaid, you defir'd we would make Conſcience of coming to ſeek the Fl 
Lord in a Solemn manner, a whole Day, or at the Leaſt the moſt - iÞþ 


Part of it. Now, I was glad at this, thinking this Day would be 
| keept, till five, or four at the leaſt, and now, Sir, you your ſelf dif. 
mils'd us about three of the Clock; at which I was much troubl'd, 
and went to your Houſe fo ſoon as I could, to ſpeale to you, or 
Mr. Pindar : Finding neither of you at Home, I acquainted your 
VDeceas'd Wife, who told me, others had Cemplain'd of thoſe Things, 
and that ſhe had told Mr, Pindar, that by that Time almoſt that 
our Hearts were in à good Frame, we had done. I ſaid I did nor | 
deſire you ſhould ſpend your ſelf any more then you did, but that | 
| you would be pleas'd to let ſome more of the Brethren pray after 
| you, or before, After this, then you, Sir, came to Preach at Pin- : 
|| 27ers-Hall, our Lecture was wholly laid down, the other three Weeks | i | 
in the Month, before I was inform'd, was through your means, my 55 f 
{ 


” 
„ 
- ” 


Trouble was increas'd ; and I defir'd Mr. Pindar to come to me, to 
hom I complain'd of theſe Things. After a while, I though it 
| OR 7 


(80) 


was ſomething better, being mr oe I ointed, tho” the 
Hour — Ten do One. When Mr. Hudſon and his 


Wiſe were to be taken in, you, Sir, defir'd all Strangers to go away, 


for chere was ſomething to be done relating to the Church; ſo 1 


chought there had been ſome private Bufineſs; for you us'd to be 


For weir ſtay ing. After ſome Account given, and they gone dewn, 
Non, Sir, {poke fo much about them, that if any were diſlatisfy'd, 
chee was not Room to put in a Word. I thought, when you had 
A Mind to have a Thing done, you could tell how to accomplith it. 
Se ing above a Tear ſince, after the Lord's Supper, you, Sir, 
blam*d the Church about the Divifion. , Meetings very much, and 
&etir'd we would be exact at three a Clock, and ſaid, you would be- 
in then, whether we came or no; the Place being at Mr. Pitſon's 
Where I was to come, I came, fearing I had been too late, and o- 
hers came after me. When we had ſat down ſome Time, the o- 


chers wonder'd you did not come; ſaying, you ſaid you would begin 


3x the Time, whether we came or not; and when you came, you 
gave no Reaſon for it. This'T was much troubPd at. Laſt Spring 
thexe was an Account of one, that many were diſſatisfy'd aboyr, 
2 of the Brethren deſir d you would be pleas'd to aſſcꝰ hihi 
ome Queſtions ; and you ſaid, what Queſtions would they have you 
Bk? If they would tell you, you would aſk it. But the Account 
Was ſo dark, there was Queſtions enough for you to aſk, without 
being told. And you fajd, Brethren, this is the ſecond Time an 


Lepulſe hath been made, and I hope it may be the laſt ; to which 


Mr. Hubhord ſaid, then, Sir, you would not have us ſpeak at all; 

nd Mr. Call ſaid, Sir, what are we coming into the Presbyterian- 
Way? After all this ado, and more, you did aſk ſome Queſtions, 
and we was ſatisfy d. Now, I was griev'd to ſee theſe Things, 
Knowing you had formerly often told us our perſonal Concern in 
this Matter. A while after came thoſe evil Reports Mr. Jacob Mit- 
on gave out, notwithſtanding the Things before-mention'd, I was 

reatly troubl'd for your good Name; and at the Monday-meeting, 
poke to ſeveral of the Brethren to go or ſend ſome others, that 
might be more exceptable ; and they told me, that four had been with 
him, and that he ſtill perſiſted in them. After this it was reported, 
hat you would not give them a Hearing before the Miniſters. I 
bpelieveing, you were innocent of thoſe Things, I defir'd you would 
N to give them a Hearing before the Min 


Us 

. bar from you. This was ſpoken at Mr. F7nchefſes Houſe, 

Abour nine Months ſince, another Thing I was troubPd to fee, and 
10 heat, What I heard from Strangers, by the way concerning the 
: Drefles of your Family, ſaying, if you could not rule your one 
Hauſe, how ſhould you rule your Flock? They ſaid, they did not 

fpeak out of prejudice. For theſe Things my Soul hath mourn'd 
An Sceret many a Time, begging the Lord to help you to walk be- 
Fore his People, as becomes you. Still, Sir, you are Dear to me 
through the Bleſſing of God, upon your Miniſtry, That Day the 


{| arr hadad ; 


iniſters; and you Sir, 
had given them three Hearings, and that they ſhould 


20824 ars 


der ſome, f 


one Man, and aid, well, 


2 


. 
8 there was great need of our bes 
fore the Lord as a Church; and the Buſineſs'afterwards, I thought 
had been abour diforderly Members; and knowing it was out Duty 
and Priviledge to have perſonal Satisfaction, I, with many more, 
defire d to ſtay; and we were told by ſeveral Members, that if we 


did ſtay, the Brethren would not come up, nor do any Thing. 


Upon which, we went dcwn; I, and many more, went quite a- 
way after I heard what was done, I was much troubl'd, that you 
was not with us, to ſeek the Lord together, and that ſuch diſor- 
ders ſhould be, for want of your preſeuce. And this hath heen a 
Grief to me many times, your comin amongſt us, ſo the next 
Chwuch-meering', was appointed for Reconciliation ; but the 
Breach was made much wider, by your juſtifing your ſelf in thoſe 


Things, that we do know you Sir, have been truly Charg'd with, 


your ſaying , there was a Difference between what you ſaid 
in private, and at the Church-meerings: I thonght, that' God 
was every where, and that I would make as much Conſcience of 
what I ſaid to one, as to a Thouſand ; and you, Sir, ori we 
ſhould not ſpeak any Thing concerning Mr. Jacob's in pub ick nor 
private, but we might think what we would, I was very much 


tronbl'd at thofe Things, and the lay ing down tlie Lecture, and the 


taking ſo much upon you in admiting of Members, and your coming, 
ſo late amongſt us at the Church. meetings, and your never coming, aa 
1 know of to the Monday meeting, to incourage' it, I have often 
thought has been the great cauſe of that decay of Love amongſt 


us, T am ſenſible of your Indiſpoſition of Body, and do not defire 


yott- ſhould ſpend your ſelf any more, thau you do; but Humbly 
7 pt preſence with us. And I muſt ſay with the reſt, Tam 
much rronbl'a: for our Brethren MW another Thing, in anfwer to 
Mr. Gonge's Reflection on the Church, for our not viſiting him 
more. f faid, he had been dearer to me, than the deareſt Relation 
I had through the Bling of God, upon his Miniſtry ; and that L. 


would often have come to wait on him, but for fear of being 


noubleſome, becauſe his Family was ſo much afflicted; and that 
I verily believ'd that was the Cauſe. Others did not, as well as: 


_ 7: SE + POE 
| wary x. 11698, All the aforefaid Words I Lhaks to. Mr. Gonge 
in Ins own Houſs, he appointed the Time for all to come that was 


ne, and he intreated us every one by one, to ſpeak all we 
was diſſatisfy*d"at, and he intteated me ſeveral times, and ſaid, 
pay be free, and ſpeak all your Mind; when I had ſpoken, the 
Hrethren every dne food up, and ſaid all at once, as if they 2 

| | think ſne has ſpoke much like a Chriſtian. 
He afk'd them, if they brought me there to be a Mouth for them 
all? And Rig, I ſpeak my experiende, for he could not ; contradict” 


e. Word. I THought it was not I that ſpoke it, bur the Spirit of 


le it in me; for Thad written it in a Eetter, think». 


& bit | * q 104 + *Sar. 1 p 

ing 1 could not Peak it. Therefore | Lhd all that I did ſheaky that, 
oer ty Mr. Gorge, April the 7. 1907; I went to an! 
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me under your Hand and Seal, that you had nothing againſt me, 


my Tongue; but . ſpeak Lies, I will not, for you can do 


Church lies both times, when I came there, or elle, it had been put 


great Diſtance from him, and then I ſat down, He ſaid, ſhe was 


met me in the Street, and ſaid, why are you ſo fine to Day 42 


| Jugh'd, when Mr. Tea:man told me, I could not remember it a 
me, I put up that. Bill to exalt my ſelf, that was to praiſe God, and tobe 


(32) 


bim there, I ſaid, Sir, I am glad to find you here, for I have been 


here ſeveral times to meet you here. I ſaid, what is the Reaſon 
I have not a Diſmiſſion? What is the Reaſon I am under a Church-. 
admonition ? You had nothing againſt me; you offer'd to give it 


If I would forgive you: Mr. Voots ſaid, Mr. Ridgly, what do you 
ſay to all this? He ſaid, if you will ingage ſhe ſhall hold her 
Tongue, I will ſpeak. I aid, if you will ſpeak: Truth, I will hold 
that very well. He. fail, can I? I ſaid yes; for you told the 
to an End, the firſt time I came before the Churth, if it had nor, 
been for your Lies. He faid, fit down then, fot I was to go 4 


x Member of that Church but a Year ago, we have withdrawn 
from her; ſhe did come to me two Years ago, with. ſeveral Char- 
ges againit ſeveral Members; Ido not know, that ſhe had any Thing 
againſt me; there was ſomething of a Reflection, ſne ſaid of Mr. 
ouge. He nam'd ſomcthing that he fram'd that inſtant, and ſaid, 
I think it was. fo, I cant tell. This was to pretend, as if it had 
been but one Word; and as if he never knew what'it was. I ſaid, all 
you have faid is Lies; for Mr. Pindar ſent me to you, before you 
were our Paſtor, according to your own defires, to give you an Ac- 
count of what I ſaid to Mr. Gonge. I told them, he own*d he had 
made a Search within the Church and without, about my Conver- 
fatton; and that I never had given one juſt Occaſion of offence ; and 
that he told me, he could not clear me to five Brethren, of the 
Charge sf went to him about. I af'd, how I could fir down with ſuch | 
as thought what I had done was by the Spirit of the Devil? And I 
did prove to him, it was by the Spirit of God; and he ſaid, yes . 
might, as long as they thought I had Grace. I told them, I went 
do him about his Expreſſions in Prayer, and told him, ] came becauſe 
I found he was diſſatisfy'd with me, by his praying ſo much that God 
would humble me. I told him, I knew it his Duty to reprove me, 
and mine to give him Satisfaction. I three times over intreated him 
0 deal faithfully and plainly with me; and he ſaid three times, 
he was not diſſatisfy'd with me; and at that time, Maliciouſſy 
barbour't in his Heart, that T had invented all I told him of Mrs. 
Gooding's abuſing me, to get imo his Company. I told ion, 1 
l 3 ln 5 10 
are in a Whores Dreſs; but I was in a Modeſt Drefs: I ſai 4% 1 
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Had been to ſee a fine Place; therefore I muſt be fine. She ſai 7 
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again, and ſaid, Iwas very bold, for ſhe had ſeen me come out o 
the Vet! from Mr. Ridghy two or three times. Theſe, and ſeve- 
Tal more Malicious Lies, ſhe ſaid to me. I told them, he fat and 


* 


elſe if it had not been by the Spirit of the Devil; and Mr. Pindax told. a 
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grow up and abide. Mr. Woots ſaid, did he allow you had a ſpark 
of Grace? I ſaid, yes. I told them, that he had preach'd many 
Sermons about me, and two of them was as terrible, as a Man 


would not; and he had been the Founder of all thoſe Scandals up- 
on me; and he was a Miniſter; therefore I came to them to do 


0 Ee 9 1 |} ns 9 aw © >» ms (MS OT. — o 
md. Syn ar r / gauge 


Tears and Half, I told them, he told me, he ſent wo Meffengers 


( 33 ) = 
his Heart. I told them, how I was griev'd Night and Day; and 
T examin'd my ojageleart, to find out what I was counted a Hypo- 
crite for; and beg'd of the Lord, that if I had done any Thing in 
Word or Deed, that he would diſcover it to me; for if I could have [ 
found, one falſe Word in all my Life, concerning them, I would4” | 
freely acknowledgait to the whole Church. I told them, I diſcourgd od, 
Mr. Ridgly and Mr. Pindar together, about the Reports. 1 . 


gave out, about my Book, becauſe I could not believe Mr. Ridgl Z 
was fo wicke( to do it, and they both banter'd me, fo that they al- 

moſt broke my Heart. I told them, becauſe I forgave ſo much, 
the Devil poſſefs'4 him, all I had done, was Lies; fo that after- 
wards he pfeach'd, that God had not bleſs'd them in all theirAmbiti- 
ous undertakings. He had preach'd before, that none could Charge 
me with any Sin; and, that I had great Spiritual Gifts; yea, a- 
bavinded with Spiritual Gifts. Another time, he preach'd I might 
live ſuch a Spotleſs Life by Senſe, and I might forgive ſo much, 
being one of an affable Temper. es 

Another time, he preach'd all theſe natural Parts and Endowments 
ſhould periſſt; but their might be a ſpark of Grace, and that would 


could preach. Mr. Woots ſaid, you fanſy'd he preach'd about you. 
I faid, I went and diſcours'd him about them, and made him own, 
he preach'd them upon my Account, I told them he had commit- 
red the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and that he had preach'd Blaf- 
phemy in the Pulpit, and taught the People damnable Doctrine. I 
thew'd them their Letters in my Hand, that they had nothing a- 
gainſt me, and invited me to them again; and I ſhew'd them the 
Paper I had under my Witneſſes Hands, how they had abus'd me. 
I deſir'd he might be turn'd out of the Miniſtry, becauſe Chriſt 
faith, in Revelations Chap. 2. What Judgments he will bring up- 
on the Angels of the Churches, that he commends highly for their 
other Graces, for ſuffering ſuch to preach, that * the People 
to Sin; and this is what Mr. Ridgly hath done. Mr. Voots ſaid, 
the Church ſhould do it. I ſaid, he had wheedl'd them, that they 


it, he ſaid if they were Preſbyterians, they ſhould hold with as 
what I ſaid; bur they were Independants, and they profeſs d in 
their Judgments againſt wy. judging of Miniſlers. I aſk'd, if 
Chriſt was not the Head of his Church ?- He. ſaid, yes. I ſaid, 
it is his Command. He ſaid again, if they were Preſbyterians, 
they ſhould hold with what I faid, but they . profeſs*'d againſt 
it. Iſaid again, is not Chriſt the Head of his Church? He ſaid, 
yes. I ſaid it is his Command. I afk'd them, how they couldeſo 332 
cheat themſelves with fuch a Man as this? I faid, this was in 
their Powene I told them, I had not heard him preach almoſt two -* 


tore} me, there was no Eedy _ an; Thing ahaioft me, —_ 
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( 34 ) 
never clear? me of the Things I went to him about. I told them, 
Mr. Perkin's, the Attorny, did not hold up his Hands once to Vote 


one Thing ſhould be no charge; and I ſuppos'd he was as able to 
. 2 udgment, whether they were or not, as any Man there. I 


aid, Mr. Collins, you know Mr. Ionen; he is one of your Church. 

& . - 1 ſent him three times to intreat Mr. Pindar to give me a Diſmiſſ- 
on peaceably, before I expos'd them to anf Miniſter. I laid, Mr. 
 Callins, you have ſeen me here before, He ſaid, yes, I have ſeen 

you here once or twice. I ſaid, and I have been at your Houſe, and 

with ſeveral of your People. I (aid, Mr. Wootzs and you, have 


ö three times. I ſaid, a Murderer don't condemn himſelf to the 
Judge, but the Witneſſes proves againſt him, and he is hang'd. 


| the Witneſſes comes and proves againſt him, and he is hang'd ; and 
| here is Witneſſes. When Mr. Kidgly heard me prove it fo, he 
1 feteht two little Sighs but Tie did not contradict one Word. I ſaid, 
| in that Place, there was a Gentleman, I ſuppole, brings up young 
Students, for there was two. They was examining in their Latin, 
he ſaid, have they nothing againit you? I ſaid, no, that has been 
try*d before the Church, and nothing could be found againſt me, 
that a ſinful Creature can be free from, I deſir'd Mr. Voots, and 
Mr. Collins, to tell Mr. Neſbet, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Frag, J had been 
there and declar'd theſe Things to Mr. Ridgly's Face. I told them, 
J had done it Solemnly, as I ſhould anſwer it before the Lord at the 
laſt Day. I told them, I could bring the Gentlefolks of the Houſe 


WW 
| a Diſmiſſion peaceably, and not force me to expoſe him; for it was 
| in my Power to expoſe him and Mr. Pindar in an open Court, 
* 1 told them, Mr. Neſbet and Mr. Clark had read my Book, Bills, 
and Letters, and my other Papers, and that Mr. Neſbet ſaid, he 
3 thought I had enough of them, when he ſaw what I had forgiven, 
* . pe- fl I alſo told them, he had incens'd the People, that I remov'd from 


where I did live, to "OO to get him, but I told them, it was 
y 


LE well known, the Reaſon why I remov'd, was, the Peoples remo- 
| ving where I liv*d, I alfo told them, the Church was Murderers of 
me, and that I did go from Houſe to Houſe, and told them, they 
had taken _ my Reputation, and I bad no Children to teach, 
nor no Buſineſs to do; and I expected them to put me in a Way to 


atisfy the World further. I ſolemnly appeal to God, that I never 


i Thing with fuch a Deſign as to get him; neither did I once 


JE i 4 to live in T’ Ü Ür to get him; nor did Jever ſpeak nor write a- 
4 
drefs my ſelf in my beſt Apparel in my Life, when I went to ſpeak 


had ſuch a Thought as this; he inch ' the People with. going 
| IG 

| thought of me, by Words nor Carriage, neither had he any Reſpect 
| for me in that Way, to cauſe him to do it; but it was down-right 
| Malice againſt tha og of the Spirit of God in me — his Acti- 
| | ons will declare itte Cauſe the People to Deſtroy me 5 and I was 
3 N e N even 


| | en me here before. He ſaid, yes, I have ſeen you here two or 


And here is Witneſſes ; and a Thief does not condemn himſelf, but- 


tneſs that I left Word with them, I pray*d him to give me 


1 my Living, but they never took no Care of me. I will here 


with him; neither had he, nor none of them, grounds for ſuch a 
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even griev'd to Death, before I could find it out what I was 


counted a Hypocrite for through their always denying every Thi 
When TI pray'd them to tell me what they had again — che 


always ſaid, they had nothing againſt me ; but I was more and 


more reflected 5 by the People. I was very much deſir'd to come 
iſe, 


to the very Houle, by Friends that ſent their Children to School to me 
where I liv'd before; and I had many Acquaintance there abouts. 
I tought many ſorts of Work, as well as reading, and ſhould have 
got a very good Liying, had it not been for their Slandering of me, 
have ſuffer'd five Yedrs. Mugetting -my Living; and I have been 
griev*d above eight Years through Mr. Ridgly's Wickedneſs; and it 
is above three Years fince I left Hearing of him Preach. There was 
another Miniſter, I think it was Mr. Haſeck. > 
Here is ſome Account of Gods goodneſs to me, for which I defi 
to adore his Name, in that terribl 
23 1703. In which I expect Athe whole City to be laid 
-evel in thoſe amazing Hurricanes, and Roarings like mighty 
Thunder, I expecting every Moment to launch into Eternity, and to 
come before the Tribunal-Seat of God, I thought now the Wicked 
would pray to God; my deſire was, that all might fear the Lord. 
O that all would truſt in the Mighty God of Jacob] I had an aw- 
ful ſence of the Judgment of God, and I believ'd it was rather for 
the Sins of Profeffors, than the Profane; and thought, what had I 


Now to Venter my Soul upon, I thought I had not that Work to. 


do now ; I know ro whom I had committed my Spirit, into the 


Hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; I conſider'd my Converſation for 


above 17 Years paſt, which was from the Time the Lord was gra- 
ciuutly pleas'd, through infinite Mercy, to make me ſee the exceed- 


ing Sinfulneſs of Sin, as it was againſt God. 1 had not dar'd Wil- 


lingly or Knowingly to ſpeak a falſe Word upon any Account what- 
ſoever; and I have had great Trials, as for advancing my ſelf in 
the Things of this Life. If I had dar'd to have done it, and I con- 
ſider'd of what I had ſpoken to Mr. Gowge, and of that Book I had 
written; and here I was made to Rejoyce, that the Lord had made 
me ſo faithful, and I reſolv'd, if God ſhould ſpare me, what ever I 


ſuffer'd from Man in this Way, I would go; for I never had dar'd 


to write one Word, but what I had appeal'd to God in the doing 
of it. But I thought, if Mr. Ridgly thought on his Carriage to 
me about that Book, I was ſure he could not have Peace in that, 
at that terrible Time. I had Peace in this, that I had been faith- 


ful to the utmoſt of my Power, in Word and Deed ; but J had no 


Expectation of acceptance with God on this Account, no more 
than the vileſt Creature upon the Earth; but committing my Spi- 
Tit into the Hands of my dear Redeemer, as 2a vile Miſera le 
wretched Creature in my ſelf, and expecting all my Salvation in 
and through the Merits of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, believing ſuch 
he dy'd for, I thought Death I owe, and Death I muſt pay, and it 
is no great matter which way, bur if the Lord's will was to ſpare 


me, I had rather live to die a natural Death. I could have ſlept 
eaſily, but I thought ſeveral tiny I ought not to ſleep, but wa =. 
| 2 
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( 36 ) 
Fox the coming of my Lord. I expected every Moment to launch 
into Eternity, and come before the Tribunal-Seat of God; and in- 
deed theſe Things was with ſuch weight on wy Spirit, that the 
next Day it was to me, as if I had been before the Judgment-Sxat 
of God, and come from judgment; which I defire to praiſe the 
Lord for his Mercies to me, a Sinful Creature. This is that Frame 
of Spirit Mr. Handcock and Mr. Pindar told me might be a Deluſt- 
on; but I had Dr. S$ingleton's ſuigment, and other Minillers, 
that this was not, nor coul4 nat be a 8 becauſe it was war- 
rantable from the Scriptures Ally | 


Fanuary the 14th. 1705. Mr. Ridgly own'd all theſe following 
Charges before the Church. Firit, That I faid feveril times to 


him, that I came for Juitice to be done me, and ſaid, how could I 
fit down with ſuch as thought what I had done was by the Spirit of 
the Devil? He own'd, chat he bid me look to my own Soul; and 
he wiſh'd I was marry'd; and he ond the Expreſſions in Pray 

was us'd, and that I was clear'd by a Church-Act, before he was Pa- 
ſtor, about Mr. Govge ; and when J was ſent by Mr. Pindar, accor- 


ding to the Church's, and his own Deſire, to give him an Account 


what I ſaid to Mr. Gouge, he own'd, that he had profels'd, that he 
had nothing againſt me. When I went to him in Bread-Street, and 
intreated him to deal faithfully and plainly with me, and tell me 
what he had againſt me; at the ſame Time I prov'd, he told me a 
downright'Lje ; for he pleas'd his Fancy, that I had invented all 
the Things I told him of Mrs. Gooding's abuſing me, to get into his 
Company; and when I went about what Mr. Hundcock told me, he 
thought I had invented that too, to come to court him. Thele he 
ond, and hung down his Head, and could look no Body in the Face. 
He ſaid, he could not think, that Mr. Handcock ſhould do ſo, of all 
Men. When TI call'd Mr, Barton and Mr, Lackſon to witneſs the Re- 
ports, Mr, Pindar gave out about my Book, Mr. R:dgly ſaid, to ex- 


_ cuſe himſelf as well as he could, they told him, it was about little 


Things. Mr. Pindar own'd, he told me, I put up that Bill to exalt 
my ſelf; and Mr. Hyndcack own'd, that he told me, that I was apt 
to take every Thing in a wrong Senſe; and that I had griev'd the 
Brethrens Spirits, and that they all told him fo, concerning the 
Wrong Mr. Barton did me, when he had given his Judgment contra- 
ry hereunto, two ſeveral Times before, and read the Scriptures I 
apply d, and he own'd, that he did tell me, I was enough to ſet a 
whole Nation together by the Ears, upon this Account; and he 


33 to this, when I prov'd it, that he told me what 1 had ſaid to 


r. Gouge, might be by the Spirit of the Devil; and that my Peace 
with God might be a Delufion. And it was prov'd, that Mr. Teat- 
nan faid, why you Mun could never remember it all, if it was not 
by the Spirit of the Devil. Mr. Kidzly and Mr. Pindar were preſent 


when he did it, and they did not deny it;there was not one Charge which 


I broughe, was prov'd falſe, nor any Thing in my Life, that was ſcan- 
dalous, Thefe following Charges — before the Church, 
tho" many more was not. One of the Members bid me remember the 


. Serites and Phariſees, how they lov'd the uppermoſt Seats in the Sy- 
248 * nagogues 3 
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gagogues 3 and told me, ſhe dealt plainly with me. Another told 
me, it was an ealy Thing to be a Member of a Church. And feve- 
ral others {aid to me, what are you, that you ſhould pretend to ſuch 
Revelations ? Another told me, that ſhe was angry with me, that 
I ould pur F 7 a Bill. Another told me, ſhe would tell me the 
Reaſon why they all queſtion'd me, it was becauſe I always gave 
fuch ready Anſwers, And I told them, the Sin againſt the Holy 
the Spirit of God, to be done 
by the Spirit of the Devil, with git and Malice, Mr, P:rkins 
and Mr. Cyiſp anſwer'd, fo it was. en I ſaid, that is what Mr. 
Ridgly has done with Fight and Malice; for he knew all that I had 
done, was for the Glory of God; and he had incens'd the People, 
that it oght be by the Spirit of the Devil; and to confound that 
Book, he had confounded the whole Doctrine of Salvation. 

Jo this no Man could anſwer a Word; but he, and Mr. Struton, 
and Mr, Perkins, and Mr. Criſp went down, Then I pluck'd my Bi- 
ble out, and flung it on the Table amongſt them. I ſaid, pray read 
them Scriptures 1 have turn'd down, and look over my Bible, and 
let that be a Witneſs for me, whether or no the Devil hath given me 
ſuch Knowledge and Memory. My Bible was pretty much wore out, 
by my much reading of it; and there was my Name printed on the 
Outſide, and in that, the Date of the Year when the Bible was print- 
ed, that they could not be deceiv'd, When Mr. Xidgly told them, I 
came for Juſtice to be done me, but he perſwaded me to a peaceable 


Spirit. I faid, the Apoſtle faith, is this to come to eat the Lord's 
Body, to come with Envy and Malice? You make it a Table of De- 
vils. And I ſaid, Chriſt ſaith, he that believeth on me, as the 


Scriptures hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Wa- 
ters. After my Charges was prov'd, I-ſtood upon a Bench, and ſaid, 
is this no Charge, that I have been counted a Lyar, 2 Hypocrite, 
and to ſpeak and write by the Spirit of the Devil, and that I was in 
Love with Mr. Ridgly, and was craz d? I ſaid three times ov 

I demand whoever had Ground to ſay any of theſe Things to me Þ 


There was neither Man nor Woman could anſwer a Word. Then 


ſaid, well, Gentlemen, I can print you all. | 3 

It was prov'd alſo before the Church, that Mr. Kid £4 told the 
Church Lies, when I went there for a Diſmiſſion, to cauſe them to 
let me not ſpeak. He told them, I was ſcolding at Mr. Handcock, a- 


bout what I had ſcolded at Mr. Gonge. Mr. Handcock declar'd I 


was very friendly and lovingly diſcourſing with him, when he told 
me theſe Things; and I faid, here is enough that heard me ſpeak ta 


Mr, Gouge, and knows in Tenderneſs, and with much Affection, and 


with Faithfulneſs, I did ſpeak it, and you haveypreach'd Lies in the 
Pulpit about me. None made Reply againſt my Words, leaſt he 


ſhould appear worſe. Mr. Pindar ſolemnly proteſted, he never thought 


me a Hypecrite in his Life, and that he never was angry with 
me, but 11 The abuſing Mr. Gange. If this Word, and R r. Ridg- 
„, could have been made Good, then it might juſtly have been 
re was not one 


wands rag as ols and Devils 
Wor! ould be prov fale, Now, prof war Foals and Devil 
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theſe two Men prove themſelves, after they had deluded the People, 
and told me, that I had written thoſe Bills and Book to exalt my 
ſelf, and that my Peace with God might be a Deluhon. | 

June 23. 1707. I went a Month before laſt Chriſtmas to Mr. Clarks, 
Mrs. Pitman and Mrs, Garland went with me; and I ſaid, Sir, I am 
come to know what you have to ſay to me about my Buſineſs, He 
ſaid, he had nothing to ſay to me, Then I deſir d Leave to ſay 
ſomething to him. He told me ſeveral Times I was craz'd and diſtra- 
cted, to which Mrs. Garland ſtegd up, and ſaid, Sir, I mult ſay they 
very much aſperſe Mrs. Peirce, Ar ſhe is a very ſober Perſon ; and 
Mrs. Pitman ſaid, I had liv'd in her Houſe, 8 d was diligent in my 
Buſineſs. He ſaid, ſhe may be in her Senſes for other Things, but 


ſhe is craz'd concerning Mr. Ridgly. He ſaid, he had diſcours q with 


feveralof the Members, and they did charge me with nothing in my 
| Converſation, nor none could charge me with any Thing in m 
Converſation ; and he ſaid, they ſaid, they would give me a Diſ- 


miſſion with all their Hearts, to be rid of me; and he promis'd, if 


I ſent a peaceable Letter, he would carry it himſelf, rather than it 
ſhould not be dene. Witneſs my Hand, Chriſtian Pitman, 
And mine, Elizabeth Garland. 

July 19. 7707. JI went laſt February to Mr. Clarks, and Mrs. Long- 
fan went with me. I intreated him to carry the Letter to get me a 
Diſmiſſion, according to his Word, but he would not do it. I told 
him, my Book was, three Years and a half ago, and that condemn'd 
them ; and that Bill above four Years ago, which was a Queſtion, 
condemn'd Mr. Ridgly ; and my Letters above two Years ago, had 
all my Charges, and they condemn'd him, and the Meſlage the young 
Man of the Shop ſent up to him, here is the Gentlewoman that has 
been ſo often after him. This alſo condemn'd him to theſe four 
Things ſingly mention'd. Mr. Clark yielded it was fo ; for he had 
diſcours'd the People of the Houſe where Mr. R:dgly lodges 5 and 
with him, and ſeveral of the Members, he ſaid, they did charge me 
with nothing in my Converſation, nor none could; but he ſaid, I 
was craz'd concerning Mr. Ridgly. Mrs. Longfan ſaid, I Iiv'd in her 
Houſe, and I kept a School, and I taug' ©: my Children very well, 
He ſaid, I might be in my Senſes for other Things, but I was craz'd 
concerning Mr. Ridgly. I told him, if I had been a Lyar, they 
would have had enough againſt my Converſation. I aſk'd him what 


Devils were they then, to pretend, that I had written Lies to the . 


Holy Ghoſt ? I offer*'d Mr. Clark if he could bring one Scripture to 
prove any Thing I had done to be finful, I would ſubmit to any Thing 
that he, and all the Miniſters would defire me to do. He ſaid, he 
could not do that, for he did believe, that what I did do, I did with 
Zeal for the Glory of God. I ſaid, ſo I do. I aſk'd whether I 
thould have ſat down with them, and ſuffer the Work of the Spirit 


of God to be counted the Work of the Spirit of the Devil ? He ſaid, 


no. Witneſs my Hand, | . Ma Longfan, 
Mrs. Pitman was with me at the Amſterdam- Coffee-houſe, Fune 25. 


1706. at twelve a Clock. All the while I was repeating the 9 * 
Charges, Mr. Samue! Struton hung down his Head, and ſmil'd, but 
ET | | was buon 
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upon my ſpeaking very cloſe Words to him, he lifted up his Head; 


and look'd Mr. Neſbet in the Face, and ſaid, there is three Men has 
given her Offence, and Mr, Herick was there. Witneſs my Hand, 
| : | Chriſtian Pitman, 
Being requeſted to give my Teſtimony concerning Sarah Peirce, 
who ſaith, ſhe hath for ſome Years been a Member of Mr. Ridgly's 
Church. Ido affirm, that I never did perceive any Diſtractedneſs in her, 
or Diſorder as to her Underſtanding, tho' the Unkindneſs which ſhe 
complains ſome have us'd towards her, hath tempted her to ſome 


ſharp Expreſſion, which Chriſtian Love will forgive, and not ſuffer 


any to add Affliction to the Aﬀicted, 

London, December 31. 1706. John Spademan, 
8 | Samuel Tomfrett. 
Whereas Mrs. Sarah Peirce is reflected on, for being in Love with 
Mr. Ridgly. I believe there is no Cauſe for it; for to my Knowledge, 
ſhe was much pleas'd to hear of his Courting another, and was ve- 
ry defirous it ſhould have been a Match ; which ſhe would not have 
been, had ſhe been ſo in Love with him herſelf, Ann Tong. 
J went with my Siſter Sarah, in June 1705. to ſpeak with Mf. 
Riagly to get a Diſmiſſion, for ſhe had been with him three or four 
times b-fore, and had intreated him to give her one, and Mr. Juen 
had deſir'd it of him, but to no Effect, and he had ſpoke to Mr. Pindar 
three times before, but to no Effect; I knowing the long Trouble ſhe 
had been under, went to intreat that he would put her off no longer; 

but not meeting with him, my Siſter aſk'd to ſpeak with Mr. 
he being Mr. Ridgly's Friend; and my Siſter told him a great deal 
of her Trouble before his Wife, and Mother, and Brother, and de- 
fir'd them to tell Mr. Ridgly ſhe was there, and deſir'd a Diſmiſſion, 
that ſhe might give him no farther Trouble, We went again, bur 
he bid the Meſſenger tell us, that he could not be ſpoke with. I be- 
ing much troubl'd, I took a Friend with me two Days after, and 
went between Six and Seven in the Morning, and he was gone out; 
but the young Man told us, that he ſaid, he would give her a Dif- 
miſſion with all his Heart, if any Church would receive her, and 
repeated it three or four times over. My Siſter ſent another Meſ- 


ſenger the ſame Day, to tell him, ſhe did not ſend to know whether 


any Church would receive her or not, but deſir'd a Diſmiſſion of 
them, $ion-Colledge, Witneſs my Hand, Fane Peirce. 

I went with Mrs. Peirce to Mr. Ridgiy's Lodgings, he was not at 
Home; ſhe left Word, it was very itrange ſhe could not have a 


Diſmiſſion. The Monday following we went again, the young Man 


of the Shop ſent Word up, here was the Gentlewoman that had been 
ſo often after him. He would not ſee her; he ſent this Anſwer, he 
would do what he could to do what ſhe defir'd 5 and if he could not, 
ſhe muſt go to Mr. & We went then. I have defir'd Neigh- 
bours to put their Children to her, but they told me, they heard ſhe 


was a Diſturber of the Church. I do know this was reported, fhe - 


was one that broke Mr, Gouge's Heart, Witaeſs my Hand, 


June 20, 1706. | Chriſtian Pitman, 


I do hereby certify, that I have more than once heard fome Per- 
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fon or Perſons related to the Church, now under the Care of Mr. 
Ridely, ſay and declare unto me, that Mrs. Surah Peirce was in a 
great Meaſure the Occaſion of breaking Mr. Gouge 's Heart, and that 
they were afraid, ſhe would do ſo by Mr. Ridgly, or Words to that 4 
Effect. Witneſs my Hand, June 24. 1706. . Nathaniel Evans, 
| | 5 and his Wife, Mary Means. 
Sept. 17. 1705. I went with Mrs. Peirce and Mrs. Pitman to Mr, 
Ridgly's Lodgings ; I went firit ro aſ for him, becauſe he would not 
ſee them when they were there before. The firft ſhe ſaid, Was, Sir, I 
come to know why you do not do me Juſtice. Secondly, Sir, 
you do not clear my Converſation to the Church. Thirdly, Sir, 
deſire to know what made you ſpeak ſo ſharply to me, when you mer 
me accidentally. He gave her no Anſwer to theſe three Queſtions, 
but made a Preamble, that ſhe was forc'd to ſay, Sir, this is only to 
ſpend Time. Then he ſaid, he had ſent two Meſſengers at firſt, to 
tell her, that they had nothing againſt her, and that he had labour'd 
two ſeveral Times to get her a Diſmiſſion 3 and the firſt Time he 
could not, but the ſ-cond Time he had got one with a rue deal of 
Difficulty, and if ſhe would have done three Things. She ſaid, yes, 
if I would have told Lies, but I will not tell Lies for you, nor ne- 
ver a Man in the World; you never have found me in one yet, nor | 
never ſhall. She told him of the Things that the diſcours'd him be- 
fore about. He ſaid, that he never made himſelf ſo familiar with | 
| Herr, to talk fo to him; that forc'd her to tell him you lie; and your | 
n reflacting upon me for my complaining of Mrs. Gooding, has diſ- | 
cover'd the Depth of all your Wickednefs to me. He ſaid three Times, 
hedid not think her herſelſ. Mrs. Pitman ſaid, ſne had known her three 
or four Years, and ſhe-liv*d in her Houſe, and that ſhe never ſaw 
nothing but that ſhe was herſelf ; and I ſaid, Sir, her Wrirings, and 
all that ſhe has done, will ſhow, that ſhe is herſelf, He ſaid, that 
two or three had own'd:they hade jeſted with her. I ſaid, Sir, do 
you make Teſts of ſuch Things? Do you make Jeſts of ſuch abomi- 
nable Things? We deſir'u he would give her a Diſmiſſion, to end 
her Grief. Then he ſaid, ſhe was under a Church-Admonition, and 
that muſt be taken off before ſne could have a Diſmiſſion. She aſk'd 
vchether he would ſpeak with Mr. Taylor, the Miniſter, with ano- 
ther? He ſaid, yes. She ſaid, will you ſpeak with Mr. Taylor and 
me together? He ſaid, no, not with you; Then ſhe faid, O be- 
cauſe: you will lie, and you are as wicked a Man as lives upon the 
Earth. From thence we went to Mr. Pindar, from him to Mr. Bar- 
ons, from thence to Mr. Handcocks, and we at every Place defir'd 
they would give her a Diſmiſſion. Witneſs my Hand, .. 
June 13. 1706. Elizabeth Dar, 
Witneſs my Hand, „ Chriſtian Pitman, 
I I do hereby teſtify, that Sarah Peirce Id with my Daughter 
Zaulter, a Surgeon's Wife, on London-Bridge, about three Quarters 
of a Year, and did perform her Buſineſs very faithfully, and did walk 
according to the Profeſſion ſhe made of the Goſpel; and J have re- 
ei vid the ſame Account of her from other Places ſhe hasJiv*d in. 
Witnels my Hand. Dior Reckleſs. 
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London, Offober 12. 1705. This is to acquaint any whom it my a | 


concern, that Sarah Peirce liv'd with me about ten Years ſince, for 
fix Months, or thereabauts, and I did then, and do now, Judge 
her to be one that truly fears the Lord; and therefore neither [ nor 
any one, hath any Ground or Reaſon to doubt of her Honeſty and 
Fidelity towards Men; and I did then, and do now, believe her to 
have her underſtanding ard ſences, cl:ar from Diſtraction, 
Witneſs my Hand. | Robert Ericke. 
Tower-Noyal, October 14. 105. This is to Certify whom it may 
concern, that Mrs, Sarah Peirce hath Lodg'd in my Houſe 
for about three Years paſt, and hath behav'd her ſelf very Honeſtly, 


and is very juſt in her Dealings, induſtrious in her Buſineſs ; and 


one, as I believe, fears God, Witneſs our Hands, 
wy | 2 William Pitman, 
5 | 3 2 Chriſtian Pitman, 

Anthony Leanord and his Wife, do teſtify, that Sarah Peirce did 
keep a Sempſtreſs's-Shop in Seacole-Lane, for near a Year; and did 
there behave herſelf becoming a Chriſtian. EE 

I an kei. Witnels to the Things, 

I Elizabeth Pear, do hereby teſtify, that Sarah Peirce having 
hv'd with me, and by my Recommendation with Captain Chriſtio- 
Fher Priſich, Merchant, for ſome Time; and I having been inti- 
mately acquainted with her from her Childhood, that ſhe has be- 
hav'd her ſelf, and liv'd as becomes a Chriſtian, that is in her Right 
Sence.s Witneſs my Hand; | 5 

15 | . Elizabeth Nar. 


I Valter Cooper and my Wife, do hereby teſtify, that Sarah 
Peirce came to live with us by Qucen-Hith-Gate, September the 26, 
1684. And liv'd with us four Years and an Half, in which time, 
the Lord inabl'd a to forſake Father, Mother, Brothers, and Si- 
ſters, and all her Relations which were dear to her, for Con- 
ſcience ſake, they being averſe againſt her going to Meetings. It is 
between 18 and 19 Years ſince ſhe was call'd to that Trial: And 


my Wife has been intimately acquainted with her Converſation 


ever ſince ; and we know her one that has been faithful, acting in 
the fear of God, diligent in buſineſs, but not of a ſtrong Conſti- 
tution; which has Occaſion'd more difficulties to her; and we have 
never known her to be out of her right Mind and Sences. 


| Witneſs our Hands, Walter Cooper, 


Fane Cooper. 


| © Sarah Peirce liv'd with me about half a Year ; ſhe was a faith- 


ful honeſt Servant; and her Life and Converſation was according 


to the Goſpel. The Reaſon of her going —_ my Child dy'd, 
a 


and I afterward keept but one Maid; for ſhe had not ſirength to 
do all my Work, or elſe we had not parted. Witneſs my Hand, 
Living in Nude- Lane. Elizabeth Jork. 


Surah Peirce liv'd with us near nine Months; in which time 
me ſerw'd us faithfully, and we know nothing, but that her Con- 
| | | F " _ _- + -  yarlation 
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verfation was ſuitable to her Profeſſion; the only Reaſon of ber 
going from us, was want of Strengti. Witueſs our Hands, 
Tower-Hill. Ace Dale, 
| ENG fache! Pale. 
We Jonathan and Elizabeth Joyner, of. Secthing-L.ane, London, do 
hereby certify whom it may con ern, that Sara” 7:irce ivd witk 
us in the Capacity of a Servant for about 16 Monchs, aud was a 
very honeſt and faithful Servam, and we do beligve, Ed in good 
Conſcience towards God and towards Man. Wins u Hands, 
7 e | gonathan Joyner, 
: *** 55 Fliaibeil ꝓoyner. 
Straß Hirce liv'd with Madam Hutcbiſon, in Goodman's-Ficidg, - 
and behav'd herſelf very ſoberly and houelily in her Place, but the 
Cook-maid be ing of a turbulent Spirit, caus'd her to remove; but 
when ſhe. went from thence, for her tob-r Behaviour, her Miſtreſs 
and I recommended her to one Mrs. Fennings; where ſhe did live, 
*Ull her Miſtreſs did think it convenient to live without a Maig, 
which was the Cauſe ſhe came away from her. This Jan willing 


tsmy Handl. Muy Walls. 
Alice Dandridge, living in Petty-France, London, here do certi- 
fy all thoſe that it may concern, I have been intimately acquainted 
with the Converſation of S Prirce, between 23 and 24 Years, 
ſhe having liv'd with ſeveral of my Acquaimance and Relations; 

ie has Lehav'd berſelf be:oming one profeſſing Godlineſs in her 
Tight Senſes. The Reaſon of her removing from her Maſter's be- 
yand Clare-Market, was, one coming to London that had liv'd there, 
before, that had Strength to do ſeveral Things that ſhe had not 
Strength to do; and her coming away r Was, 
her Maſler and Milirels going to tive in Caforaſbire. Witneſs my 
Hand, lk. ie Dandridge. 

Mary ard, living in E bite: Croſa- Aley, in Middle  Moor-Fields, 
9 I have been intimately acquainted with Surah Peirce, be- 
tween 15 and 24 Tears. I came acquainted with her, by her living 
at Mr. Car ca the Miniſters, oppoſite my Houſe, where ſhe continu'd, 
till ker. Maſter's Death, and till her Miſtreſs gave over Houſe- 
keeping; and I believe her to be one truly fearing God, and I have 
never known any Thing in her Converſation unbecoming her Pro- 
feTon, and in her right Senſes. The Reaſon ſhe remov?d her School 
our of On- Alley, was, the People going away. Witneſs my 


Srrab Peirce liv'd with us about 15 or 16 Years fince, about two” © 
Years, ant behav'd herſelf ſo well, that we recommended her to 
Mr. Cave, that godly Minifter, which we ſhould not have done, had 
not her Converlation been becoming the Goſpel, From my Lodg- 
ings, at the Zell in Proad-Street, having lately left my Houſe in 
Throgmorton-Street.- i OZober 10. 17053, Witneſs my Hand. 

ETCCCCCCCCCCCCC ng 
Sarah Nice liv'd with her Maſter in the 014-Baily ſeyeral Years 


o 


ago, ang was a Lodger in the Houſe ; ſhe was very faithful, 3 


to ſatisfy wy of the Truth of, if they will come to Bur-Street, No. z 
35. Witnets + Tem 
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liv'd in the Fear of God, and I verily believe doth ſo ill, I live 


in Adermanbuiy, at the Blue-Ball. Witneſs my Hand, | 
| . 5 f | | Aun Tong. 
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Hers is the Copy of the Offence Mr. Barton gave 
ee z with the Scriptures I apply d. 


N A an Me, Lackſon ſtod at the Meeting-houſe Door, 
[V3 i ingtie Lecture, Mr. Barton ſaid, there was a Maid 


tlie, zi nave vine, but they did not know where ſhe liv*'d. 


You ; the: Lo av a Maid, an't you? I faid, yes. He nun'd 
up fend goto the Wall, and ſtudy'd, and then ſaid, I hope 
you 122 Wii, ant you? I fail, yes, He turn'd up his Head, and 
ud 2 n [23 umi then ſaid, Itnink you are fo, an't you 2 l ſaid, 
yes, a fou, Time, He ſaid, becauſe of that Child. I ſaid, I will 
tell you white Grandfon hie is, he 1s Mr. Hudſons, and he was about 
fix Years old. Upon his Words, Mr. Lackſon look'd down towards 
the Ground, and was aſham'd to own, that ever he had ſpoke to me, 
and he had expreſs'd himſelf extraordinary glad to ſee me at his 
Houſe a little before, I was griev'd, and went to Mr. Barton's 
Houſe, he was not at Home. Two Months after, I went again, aud 
aſſc'd him his Reaſon for ſpeaking ſo to me, He would own no- 
thing, but he thought I was marry'd, Then I faid, if he thought 


fit that I ſhould have the Meeting, I defir'd he would be pleas'd to 


ſpeak for it for me; which he freely did that Night. I could not 
have it the next Monday ; aud then he promis'd I ſhould have ir 


the firſt Night after the next Lord's Supper, I was diſappointed a- 


ain; and I went to Mrs. Dows, where it was, and none had de- 
ird to have it. Mr. Vandick afle'd if any Body deſir'd it in South- 
wark Side, if not, he would have it. Then Mr. Barton mention d 
my Deſire. Then Mr. Vandick ſaid, I mutt let it go its Month 


round. I ſaid, it had been five Weeks there already, and L had ſtay d 


ſo long for it, and if I had ir not then, I thought never to aſk for it 
more, becauſe I had once defir*d ir before, and had been put off from 
Time to Time, and never had it at all. Upon this, Mr. Barton 
ſaid, I ſhould certainly have it the firſt Night it came into London. 
I ſaid, I did not know when that would be, at this Rate, He ſaid, 
the firſt Night after the next Lord's Supper, you ſhall certainly have 
it. A third Time he ſaid, I ſhould certainly have it the firſt Night 
it came into London. I thank'd him, and defir'd him to ſpeak for 
it for me. The Friday, _=_ he ſhould have ſpoke for it, he came 
me, and look'd very M upon 
Toa fo poorly, that. N not fit to have the Meeting; there... 
fore he will not ſpeak for it; and he did not ſpeak for it. After 
the Time 2 I ſaid to one that heard him promiſe it, 1 thoughe 


| : uch more one t 
to be worſe chan his Word, m — 
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han't the Meeting, that I think is a Maid. 


profeſſes to believe in Chriſt, After this, I went where it was 
When Mr. Pinday had mention' J where it was to be next, then Mr. 
Barton ſaid, there was a Siſter he was afraid would take it ill, ſhe 


He draul'd it out. Mr. 
Pindw ſiid, where doth ſhe live? He ſaid, in Tower-Koyal, Mr. 
Pindar (aid, the was here, and ſaid nothing. [ apprehend:d the 
manner of Mr. Barton's ſpeaking to intimate he had Suf- 
picion of my Chaſtity, or had herd ſome ſcaudalous R-port for 
two Months Diſlance one from another. When he ſaw me then, 


he had calld me our Siſter Peirce ; this aggravated the Caſe. He 
had griev d me before with theſe Expreſſions, and I had been with 


him about it; therefore I went in and told why I {aid nothing; and 
when I had it, Mr, Stwidge came and told mz, he did not kno w 
me. Hetol&me, he ſaw Mr. Pindrr at Noon, and he was taken ve- 
ry bad. He told me of Mr. Dod's Son going to his Father with 2 
great many Complaints of Afflictions, expecting a great deal of 
Compaſſion, and his Father ſaid, Son, Son, where Afflictions lie 
heavy, Sin lies Light. I told him, Sin had not Jain light upon me, 
for my own Soul, nor others. This affirm'd what Mr. Barton did, 
that I was counted a Hypocrite, with many falſe Reports I had 
gone through, and unchriſtian Carriages to me from ſeveral. I 


made no Complaints of Afflictions to Mr, Swidge; therefore I mult 


charge it upon Mr. Pindar. 
May 1503. This was done. EZ | 
Here is the fix Scriptures, and one Commandment, that I ap- 
ply'd upon what Mr. Farton did. Cod. 4. 6. Let your Sp. ech be al- 
ways with Grace; ſeaſon'd with Salt. Eph. 5. 3. Fornication, 
and all Uncleaneſs, let it not once be nam'd amongſt you. Romans 
IO. 10. Be kindiy affectionate one towards another. | 
Love your Neighbour as your felf ; do as you would be done by. 


| Erbehans 5. 4. Neither filthy nor fooliſh talking, which are not 


* 


LY 


convenient, the ſeventh Commandment requires the Preſervation 
of our one Chaſtity, and our Neighbour in Heart, Speech, and be- 
haviour. It was Mr. Robert: Hand cock, a Wool-ſtapler, living in 
Barnaby-Street, that gave his Judgment, and after deny'd it; and 
then reflected on me. A Word of Advice to the Reader. I pray 
you to make God's Commands your Rule, and think it not ſtrange, 
that there is ſuch a Multjtude of Hypocrites ; for Cain, the firſt 


Son of Adam, made a Profeſſion, by Offering a Sacrifice before 


his Brother; but his Heaft was not Right with God, which 
caus'd his Malice to riſe againſt his Brother, Genefts. 4. dnanias 
and Sphirgh, their Hearts was not right with God, which was 
their Condemnation. Pray read Matthew 23. And ſee what Chriſt 
fairh to ſuch as I have been treating about. Ye: Serpents, ye 
GenerAion of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell? 
In my other Book, I had mention'd, if any Diſſatisfaction re- 


r main'd concerning Mr. Gorge, if they Ueſir'd me, I would repeat 


all I ſaid to Mr. Gouge, before Mr. Vandick, and Mr. Barton, who 


heard me when I ſpeak it; and this was written too, if there was 
any Thing they were difſatisfy'd about, I pray d them to aſk pr 
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and have 
The Copy of this Book was at the Printers to be printed; J. 
 nuayy, the zd, 170 The Printer being Mr. Rid;ly's intimate 
Friend, usd much Importunity with me, to give him̃ leave to ace. 
_ quaint Mr. Nidgly with it. I did gy with it, they ſent Meſs 
' fengers to me, to know what I requir d. I ſaid, an honourable 12 
. Diſmiſſion, and Satisfaction for the Wrong done me. Mr. Youey = 
aſk'd where I would go to? I ſaid, to Mr. Spademan. He ſaid, 13 
will he receive you? I ſaid, yes, he told me fo, if they 'gave me 2 
Diſmiſſion. He aſk'd, what two Men I would choſe to leave it 
to? I ſaid, Mr. Spademan and Mr. Clark, I would leave it to them, 

vhat Sum of Money they would alot me. After this, ſome of the 

fame Gentlemen brought me this Meſſage, that Mr. R:dgly ſaid, he 
would ſubmit to any Thing they two Miniſters, that I had cho. 

ſen, ſhould pleaſe to lay upon him. They defir'd, that I would 

leave out that Word, faying, I would have a Diſmiſſion; and us d 

many Arguments with me, that I would ſay. tlfis Word, that 5 
ano, wholly leave it to them two Miniſters, to conſider what Sor 

of a Satisfaction was fit to be made me. My anſwers were theſe, 

they might lay that upon me, that was againſt my Conſci- 

ence. I ſaid, it muſt be I muſt anſwer for my own Conſcience, 

at the Tribunab Seat of God. I faid, I could forgive all; but 
Chriſt had determin'd the Matter. I faid, if they would give me | ; 
the Houſe full of Gold, I would not comply with Hypocricy, I 4.4 
ſaid, if I beg'd my Bread from Door to Door, I would not comp! * 24 5 
with no Hypocricya,I acquainted Mr. Spademan and Mr. Clark with Fes T 
theſe terms; I added this, if he would come Face to Face, and let PL] = 
Mr. Spademan or Mr. Clark read the Charges, and if he would esa, 
give Poſitive anſwers, I would leave it wholly to them two, with- F 3 
out any Word of my one. He told Mr. Clara do what I would, he Kur, 
would not come Face to Face with me. I offer'd alſo, if he would 

ire me an honourable Piſmiſſion, I would ſay no more. He gave u 
Mr. Clark a Diſmiſſion with theſe following Words : 


| have Satisfaction. They deliverd my Book, and ſaid, no Bo- 
en 


To the Reverend Mr, Spademan, or any other Miniſter, that Sarah 7. 
Peirce hath a Mind to go ta. This is to certify, that the hath been Ales: | 
a4 Member of the Church, of which I am Paſtor, for ſome Years, . 1 
but ſhe hath conciev'd a very i'll Opinion of me, of whom I fass 
know but very little of, I hope ſhe has Grace. From one of the 4 
moſt Unwortheilt's of Chriſt's Servants, Tuomas == | 

I told Mr. Clark, he knew that to he lies, for Mr. Ri4#7) knew 
a great Deal of me; but the beſt Apulogy he could make, for per= 
tending I was in Love with him, before the Church, he ſaid, I had 
been once or twice with him at Mr. Maſon, and he aid, I haJ 
been to viſit him once or twice in Bread-Sereet ; and he ſaid, I 
had been to viſit him once or twice at London-Bridge. I wild 
I had told, I had been many times there, to my Sorrow; for I 
never went for Pleaſure of his Company, Fune the 24. 1708. | 

The one Half of what I have ſuffer'd thro their Means, is not 
Fantain'd in this Book = = David's 
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— the ; Cinch lai le did: it 3 thinkii 
God good Servi. 8 r 
theſe, as ſoon ſoon: ax ever. their Sin was laid open, they mani- 


Ws; | 1 —— — you the Nature of the Sin of my Enemies, 
0 ts far greater in the ey of God, than that of theſe Ama 
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